THE LION KING 4:

MUYANYA’S TIMELESS TALE
WRITTEN BY ASHLEY POTEETE

Author’s note: Read my first story, “The Lion King 3: Tiaki’s Journey of Hope,” or you won’t understand this story here.
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What Happened Last Time...

In the last story, the Pride Landers and former Outsiders were reunited at long last after so many years of pain and suffering. Kovu and Kiara became betrothed to one another, and this great reunion was celebrated with a rare ceremony. The lions thought that Zira was dead, but it turned out that she wasn’t. She had been rescued by the Kube River Valley Pride when she was find unconscious on the Kube River’s bank. Zira was cared for by these strange lions in which Doya, a mighty male lion, ruled them. She fell in love with Doya during her stay. 

In the Pride Lands, however, Kovu and Kiara became the new rulers and had a son named Tiaki. As time went by, Tiaki grew into a toddling young lion cub that couldn’t wait to be king. Meanwhile, Zira learned that she was pregnant again and went on a journey back to the Pride Lands to convince Kovu to take her back. Soon afterwards, she gave birth to her new daughter, Ngwazi, who would be her new apprentice for her new plot of revenge. Zira took Ngwazi to the Outlands to ask the hyenas for an alliance. Tiaki and Ngwazi would be reunited unexpectedly when Zira had Ngwazi pretend to protect Tiaki from attacking hyenas. Ngwazi was accepted back into the pride and the Pride Lands after being away from her home for so long. Things began changing when Ngwazi started falling in love with Tiaki. Zira realized that Ngwazi was her key to overthrowing Kovu and decided to make her plan even more devious. Then from there, things took a turn for the worst. 

The next day, Kovu and Ngwazi were taking a walk when Zira and the hyenas ambushed them. Kovu got angry at his half-sister and accused her of treachery. He fought the hyenas, but they were too much for him. Simba came to his rescue, but unfortunately, he was brutally killed by the hyenas. His death was mourned by the whole pride. Then later, Ngwazi turned against her mother, Zira, after she accused her and the hyenas of Simba’s murder. She went back to Pride Rock only to find thousands of animals gathered around the rock formation and an angry Kovu and Kiara looking at her. Kovu chose Ngwazi’s fate for Simba’s murder: exile from Pride Rock forever. Tiaki tried to defend her, but his father would not back down from his decision. 

Tiaki followed Ngwazi into exile and caught up with her. He was the only one who believed her. Tiaki and Ngwazi went back to the Pride Lands to bring the lions and hyenas back together. In the Pride Lands, the lions and hyenas fought for control of the lands. However, Tiaki convinced Kovu that it was time for peace to settle between the lions and hyenas. The hyenas agreed that it was time for the conflict to end. Zira got angry and tried attacking Kovu, but Tiaki blocked her, and they rolled down towards a gorge. Both lions fought for a while, and Zira fell down the gorge to her death. The lions and hyenas went back to Pride Rock and celebrated their reunion afterwards...

Cast of Characters

Albi: Female hyena. Mother of Frunina and Tyana and loyal friend to Tiaki. Leader of the hyena clan.

Anisa: Adult lioness. Member of Tiaki’s pride. 

Aniva: Adult lioness. Member of Miaki’s pride. 

Avina: Female peregrine falcon. Wife of Ika. 

Basi: Male hyena. Mate to Tyana and father of Zuni and Yukina. Loves his children and wife to death. 

Bulina: Female hyena. Rogue and mother of Hyana. Has a horribly scarred face and a missing left foreleg resulting from a fight with lions. 

Burisa: Aged adult lioness. Mate to Huyana and mother of Monisa. Former queen of the Masai Mara Pride. 

Carlena: Aged adult lioness. Mother of Miaki. 

Cyane: Female hyena. Member of the hyena clan. 

Desi: Adult lioness. Member of Miaki’s pride. 

Diane: Adult lioness. Member of Tiaki’s pride. 

Dyaka: Male Cape buffalo. Very mean-tempered and doesn’t like to be hassled or bullied. 

Eli: Male hornbill. Majordomo for the Pride Land lions and husband to Eva. 

Ellie: Female sable antelope. Friend of Ngwazi. 

Elsina: Female Plains zebra. Friend of Ngwazi. 

Eva: Female hornbill. Wife of Eli. 

Fabana: Female leopard. Mate to Frazier and mother of Giani. 

Frazier: Male leopard. Loyal servant to Miaki and Monisa and mate to Fabana. Father of Giani. 

Frunina: Male hyena. Son of Albi and brother to Tyana. 

Giani: Daughter of Frazier and Fabana. Very curious and loves to play with the cubs of the Masai Mara Pride. 

Guyana: Male black rhinoceros. Ill-tempered and doesn’t like to be pushed around by anyone or anybody. 

Huyana: Adult male lion now deceased. Mate to Burisa and father of Monisa. Former king of the Masai Mara Pride. 

Hyana: Adolescent male hyena. Rogue and son of Bulina. Has a missing right eye resulting from a deadly fight with leopards and a deformed tail. 

Ika: Male peregrine falcon. Majordomo for the Masai Mara lions. 

Jadi: Male hyena. Member of the hyena clan. 

Kiara: Adult lioness. Mate to Kovu and mother of Tiaki. Former queen of the Pride Lands. 

Kinky-tail: Male hyena. Rogue and friend to Bulina and Hyana. Has a horribly scarred face and many scars all over his back and legs resulting from fights with other hyenas and a kink in his tail. 

Kovu: Adult male lion. Mate to Kiara and father of Tiaki. Former king of the Pride Lands. Brother to Vitani and Ngwazi.

Kyani: Adult lioness. Member of Miaki’s pride. 

Mallie: Son of Vitani. Loves to play with Muyanya and gets into trouble sometimes because of his curiosity. 

Miaki: Adult male lion. Mate to Monisa and king of the Masai Mara Pride. Very compassionate of others. 

Monisa: Adult lioness. Mate to Miaki and queen of the Masai Mara Pride. Strong and very independent. 

Muyanya: The star of the story. Daughter of Tiaki and Ngwazi and sister to Nyana. Heiress to the throne of Pride Rock. Fur is very white and beautiful. 

Nala: Adult lioness now deceased. Mate to Simba and former queen of the Pride Lands. Mother of Kiara. 

Ngwazi: Adult lioness. Half-sister to Kovu and Vitani and mate to Tiaki. Mother of Muyanya and Nyana and current queen of the Pride Lands. 

Nyana: Daughter of Tiaki and Ngwazi and sister to Muyanya. Very curious and will go exploring. 

Oronco: Male leopard. Servant to Miaki and a very good friend to the lions of the Masai Mara Pride. Has a knickknack for pulling pranks and playing goofy jokes on other animals. 

Pumbaa: Male warthog. Friend of Timon and the lions. 

Rafiki: Aged male mandrill. Friend of the lions and mystical shaman of the Pride Lands. 

Rebbie: Adult lioness. Member of Tiaki’s pride. 

Sarabi (II): Adult lioness. Hunting mate of Monisa. Very compassionate towards many other animals including leopards and has nothing against hyenas. 

Simba: Adult male lion now deceased. Mate to Nala and former king of the Pride Lands. Father of Kiara. 

Sorshi: Adult lioness. Member of Tiaki’s pride. 

Syana: Adult lioness. Member of Miaki’s pride. 

Tiaki: Adult male lion. Son of Kovu and Kiara and mate to Ngwazi. Current king of the Pride Lands and father of Muyanya and Nyana. Very protective of his daughters. 

Timon: Male meerkat. Friend of Pumbaa and the lions. 

Tyana: Female hyena. Daughter of Albi and sister to Frunina. Mate to Basi and mother of Zuni and Yukina. 

Uzuri: Male chimpanzee. Shaman for the Masai Mara lions. 

Vitani: Adult lioness. Sister to Ngwazi and Kovu and mother of Mallie. 

Yukina: Daughter of Basi and Tyana and sister to Zuni. Playmate of Muyanya and Nyana. 

Zuni: Son of Basi and Tyana and brother to Yukina. Playmate of Muyanya and Nyana. 

Songs

Circle of Life: Performed by Chorus

He Lives in You: Performed by Ngwazi and Chorus

Hakuna Matata: Performed by Timon, Pumbaa, Young Muyanya, and Young Nyana

We Are One: Performed by Monisa, Muyanya, and Chorus

Shadowland: Performed by Mallie and Chorus

Endless Night: Performed by Muyanya and Chorus

Can You Feel the Love Tonight: Performed by Timon, Pumbaa, Muyanya, Mallie, and Chorus

They Live in You: Performed by Rafiki, Tyana, Yukina, Muyanya, and Chorus

Circle of Life (reprise): Performed by Rafiki, Mallie, Muyanya, Tiaki, Kovu, Kiara, Timon, Pumbaa, Eli, and Chorus

Synopsis

Peace has been permanently restored to the Pride Lands. The lions and hyenas have settled their conflict after so many years of pain, suffering, and betrayal. Their reunion was celebrated soon after Zira’s death during the fight that took place over a year ago. Tiaki and Ngwazi have become the new rulers of Pride Rock and have bore 2 daughters named Muyanya and Nyana. Muyanya is a white lioness cub who is very beautiful and is destined to be the next queen of Pride Rock. Her sister, Nyana, will be her successor if she is to die during her reign. Muyanya dreams every night that she will be queen of Pride Rock. 

However, a deadly tragedy shatters those dreams. This tragedy changes Muyanya’s life forever, and from there, her real and difficult journey of going towards her destiny begins...

Chapter 1: A New Generation of Hope

The sun gracefully came up over the horizon one beautiful morning. It had never been so beautiful. Just a little over a year ago, the conflict between the lions and hyenas was permanently settled with peace. The hyenas had settled back into the Pride Lands and called the eastern part of these lands their home. 

The calls of the birds caught the attention of the antelope, rhinos, elephants, cheetahs, and many other animals. The elephants began following the birds as the antelope stotted through the grass and the wild dogs ran through the meadows of flowers. The marabou storks, parrots, and hornbills flew through the air. Simba and Nala’s spirits watched proudly as the animals walked towards Pride Rock. 

(African chorus chants in Swahili)

(Chants continue)

From the day we arrive on this planet

And blinking, step into the sun

There’s more to see than can ever be seen

More to do than can ever be done

There’s far too much to take in here

More to find than can ever be found

But the sun rolling high

Through the sapphire sky

Keeps great and small on the endless round

It’s the circle of life

And it moves us all

Through despair and hope

Through faith and love

Till we find our place

On a path unwinding

In the circle

The circle of life

(African chorus chants in Swahili and continues)

It’s the circle of life

And it moves us all

Through despair and hope

Through faith and love

Till we find our place

On a path unwinding

In the circle

The circle of life

Over the hills in the southern Pride Lands in the savanna, Albi, Tyana, 2 new hyena pups, and the rest of the hyena clan were going towards the river. The hyena pups, named Zuni and Yukina, were Tyana’s offspring. Albi was now the leader of the hyena clan after her mother, Shenzi, passed away of old age a few months ago. Albi spotted a large group of animals heading towards the central part of the Pride Lands. She saw that the animals were heading towards Pride Rock and decided to follow them. The other hyenas went after her. The zebras pranced as they walked towards the river. 

The sun shined brightly on the river’s surface. The zebras splashed through the water as the elephants with some of the birds riding on their tusks were walking out of the water. The animals continued walking as Pride Rock came right into view. Eli flew ahead of the other animals. He flew up to Pride Rock’s peak where his king, Tiaki, was standing and overlooking the Pride Lands, landed near him, and bowed proudly to him. Tiaki nodded and smiled at his majordomo. Then Rafiki came through the crowds of animals in which they saluted him. Rafiki climbed Pride Rock, smiled at Tiaki, and gave him a big hug. 

Tiaki looked at his mate and queen, Ngwazi who lied beside Kovu and Kiara, and nuzzled her happily and with love. Timon and Pumbaa stood beside the two lions. Ngwazi licked 2 tiny female cubs she held in her forelimbs. The lioness cubs known as Muyanya and Nyana turned and looked at Rafiki. Muyanya had white fur while Nyana had tawny fur. Rafiki looked at the cubs, took his staff, and shook it over their heads. Muyanya and Nyana playfully flicked out their tiny paws at the staff. Rafiki then opened a fruit and put some of its juice on Muyanya and Nyana’s foreheads. Muyanya and Nyana gently closed their eyes. Rafiki took a handful of dust and spattered it over Muyanya and Nyana’s faces.

“Ah-ah-ah-choo!” Muyanya and Nyana sneezed, but it made Tiaki and Ngwazi smile at their daughters. 

Rafiki gently picked up both cubs. Tiaki and Ngwazi were very proud. Rafiki carried Muyanya and Nyana to Pride Rock’s peak. Then he shoved both cubs to the heavens to show the animals their new princesses. The animals went wild. The impala brayed as the elephants trumpeted. The vervet monkeys chattered wildly as the zebras brayed and the hyenas howled. The scene went back to Muyanya and Nyana as Rafiki still held them gently. Then the light of Simba and Nala’s spirits came through the clouds and shined down as one on Muyanya and Nyana. Then the animals, one by one, bowed down to honor their new heiresses. This would be a day forever remembered by everybody of the Pride Lands. It was a new beginning and the New Hope of a bright future for the lions and hyenas were no longer enemies. 

Chapter 2: First Taste of Trouble

3 weeks after Muyanya and Nyana were born, the rains came back to the Pride Lands after a 9-month-long drought. Torrential downpours fell on the great lands with lightning flashing and thunder sounding in the air. Wildebeests, zebras, elands, and gazelles made their way back to the Pride Lands to mate and give birth to their young. However, many would die during the journey back to their home. 

In his tree, Rafiki was making another 2 paintings of infant lions under the paintings of Tiaki and Ngwazi. He was muttering while doing so. Lightning flashed outside of his tree like a light show. 

“Hmm... Ha, ha, ha, Muyanya and Nyana. Ha, ha, ha,” Rafiki said chuckling as the rain splattered on his tree. 

2 weeks prior to the rains, Muyanya and Nyana ran up to Pride Rock’s peak and looked over its edge. Both cubs were very excited. Muyanya resembled a young Kiara, but her fur was completely pure white, and she had green eyes. Nyana resembled a young Vitani with bangs, but her fur was a golden yellow color, and she had hazel eyes. Muyanya and Nyana ran back into the cave to get their mother, Ngwazi. 

“Mom! Mom! Come on, Mama. We gotta go! Wake up!” Muyanya shouted as she and Nyana ran into the cave. 

Muyanya and Nyana then started stepping on the lionesses lying down on the cave floor asleep to get to their mother, Ngwazi. The lionesses groaned as they did. 

“OOF! OOOF!” the lionesses groaned. 

“Sorry!” Nyana said. 

Muyanya and Nyana got over to the area where Tiaki and Ngwazi were sleeping. Ngwazi snored loudly as she slept. 

“Mom? Mama!” Muyanya yelled. 

“Honey, your daughters are awake,” Tiaki whispered to Ngwazi. 

“Not now, I’m too sleepy,” Ngwazi mumbled in her sleep. 

“Mama! Come on, Mama! Get up!” Nyana shouted while pushing up against Ngwazi’s face, but Ngwazi didn’t move. “Drat! She won’t move!”

“I know how to get her up,” Muyanya said and went over to where her mother’s tail was waving up and down. 

“How?” 

“Daddy used to bite Grandpa’s tail to get him up when he was young. I figure if I bite Mama’s tail that she’ll wake up.”

“Go on ahead.”

Muyanya opened her mouth and gripped her tiny teeth into Ngwazi’s tail. Ngwazi felt Muyanya’s teeth grip her tail and yelped in pain. She jumped up with surprise and looked down at Muyanya angrily. Muyanya smiled with guilt. 

“Muyanya,” Ngwazi started. 

“I know, Mama. You told us not to wake you up so early, but we are so excited for today!” Muyanya said. 

“I know you both are. Are you ready to go now?”

“Yeah!”

Ngwazi yawned and stretched and saw Muyanya and Nyana run out of the cave excitedly. Then she followed them as Tiaki woke up. The four royal lions walked out of the cave into the cool and crisp morning air. Muyanya and Nyana ran over to Tiaki and rubbed their sides up against his leg. Tiaki gently nudged both of his daughters. Muyanya and Nyana followed their mother, Ngwazi. Ngwazi looked at Tiaki, and he just smiled at her. 

In the Pride Lands, Muyanya and Nyana were running around and giggled while they did. Their mother, Ngwazi, watched them run and play like any lion cub would. She was very proud of her little girls. 

“Wow! This place is so pretty!” Muyanya shouted. 

“It is sure is!” Nyana said. 

“That is true,” Ngwazi said. “The Pride Lands are our kingdom.”

“Our kingdom?” Muyanya said puzzled. 

“What do you mean, Mama?” Nyana asked. 

“You see, Muyanya and Nyana. For thousands of years, our ancestors have walked the soft, fertile soil of the Pride Lands. They ruled our home in harmony from generation to generation. Many legendary rulers existed such as Ramalah and Chakula who both had 2 sons named N’ga and Sufa. N’ga and Sufa were both cute little lion cubs who were very adventurous and curious of others around them. However, things got scary when it was learned that N’ga, Sufa, and their babysitter, Alba, were trapped in a cave when an earthquake struck the land, caving them in. Days went by, and N’ga and Sufa began to starve. Alba was without cubs herself, so she had no milk for them. Rather than letting the cubs starve, she bit into her forelimb’s veins and let blood flow out. Alba nourished N’ga and Sufa with her own blood.”

“What happened to Alba then?”

“I’m getting there. Sadly, this selfless act cost Alba her life. When Chakula finally was able to uncover the cave burying N’ga, Sufa, and their babysitter, she saw that Alba had died from blood loss. A red flower bloomed beside Alba, and from that day forward, Alba was known as ‘Alba the Merciful.’” 

“Wow! I never knew about that story.”

“Simba told it to Tiaki and me when we were babies. It is a very legendary story that captures the minds of young lions about what happened to their ancestors long ago. For so many generations, male lions and lionesses of Pride Rock have passed down the throne to their children who would later become the rulers of the Pride Lands and produce heirs of their own. A king and queen’s time as rulers of their home rise and fall like the sun. One day, Muyanya, the sun will set on my time here, and it will rise with you as the new queen.”

“And this whole place will be mine?” Muyanya said. 

“Everything.”

“The whole entire kingdom...”

“Also, as you become queen of these lands, you must always follow the great Circle of Life.”

“The Circle of Life? What’s that?”

“It is the balance that keeps us all together. Everything you can see exists together as a delicate balance. As queen, Muyanya, you will have to maintain that balance and respect every creature from the leaping grasshopper to the stotting gazelles.”

“But, Mama, don’t we eat the gazelles?”

“Yes, Muyanya, but let me finish. When we all die, our bodies become the grass, and the gazelles eat the grass, so we are all connected in the great Circle of Life.”

“Whoa!”

“Good morning, my queen!” Eli and Eva shouted while flying in and landing on a rock. 

“Good morning, Eli and Eva!” Ngwazi said in response. 

“We’re checking in with the morning report,” Eva said. 

“Fire away.”

“Well, it seems that peace has permanently settled in the Pride Lands since the hyenas have come back here. As usual, the elephants are complaining to the hippos that they are turning their small lakes into mud puddles. The giraffes are going gaga over a new baby that has been born into their herd,” Eli said. 

“Oh, really?” 

“The leopards are going cuckoo over a...”

“This is boring!” Muyanya shouted. 

“Tell me about it!” Nyana said. 

“I told the hyenas to forget it, but they can’t!” Eli said. “Also, the vervet monkeys are yelling at the buffalo weavers because they are taking up too much space in their trees to build their nests. Other than these happenings, there is no sign of danger.”

“You are eating too much of the grass on the savanna!” Elsina, a Plains zebra, shouted. 

“No, we aren’t! You are drinking all of our water!” Ellie, a sable antelope, yelled. 

“Hey! What is all the hoo-hub?” Ngwazi asked. 

“My queen, Elsina and her zebra herd are drinking all of our water that we need for drinking!”

“No, your herd is greedily eating all of our grass!” Elsina shouted loudly. 

“Calm down! Can’t you two find some way to resolve this?” Eli said. 

“Butt out, Eli!” Ellie and Elsina shouted. 

“Stop it! Both of you!” Ngwazi said. “I want you two to stop all of your senseless arguing!”

“Only if Elsina stops drinking all of the water!” Ellie said. 

“There you go again!” Elsina shouted. 

“Stop it! Now!” Ngwazi said. 

Ellie and Elsina continued arguing their heads off like crazy. This gave Muyanya and Nyana a chance to sneak away. 

“Come on, Nyana. Let’s go exploring!” Muyanya said. 

“I don’t think we should go anywhere right now,” Nyana said. 

“Come on! Where’s your sense of adventure? It’ll be fun!”

“You’re right.”

“Then let’s go!”

Muyanya and Nyana took off going towards the forbidden Outlands. They laughed and giggled as they ran across the Pride Lands. The two female cubs were incredibly energetic and curious for cubs their age. Normally, a 5-week-old lion cub couldn’t run around like Muyanya and Nyana could. 

Muyanya and Nyana wandered into the Outlands. They were having fun running around in that gloomy place. This was no place for 2 5-week-old cubs to run around and have fun. There was danger lurking around every corner. 

“Oh, look! A tiny little froggy!” Muyanya shouted when she saw a frog hopping around. 

“I don’t think we should be here!” Nyana said. 

“Relax! We’re okay! Come on. Let’s go check out the rest of the Outlands!”

“HALT!” Pumbaa shouted. 

“The only checking out you two will do will be to check out of the Outlands!” Timon shouted at Muyanya. 

“Oh, man!” Muyanya said. 

“This place is so scary!” 

“Oh, look! The little mongoose is scared!”

“That is Mr. Mongoose to you, little girl! Right now, there is real danger!”

“Danger? Ha! When I walk on the really wild side, I laugh in the face of danger! Ha, ha, ha, ha!” 

“Ha, ha, ha, ha! Hee, hee, hee, ha, ha, ha!” 3 hyenas laughed and forced Muyanya to back down. 

The hyenas’ names were Bulina, Hyana, and Kinky-tail. All 3 hyenas were horribly disfigured. Bulina had a terribly scarred face and a missing left forelimb resulting from a fight with lions. Her son, Hyana, had a missing eye resulting from a deadly fight with leopards and a deformed tail. Kinky-tail had a horribly scarred face and scars all over his body resulting from duels with hyenas and a kink in his tail. 

The three Rogue hyenas advanced towards Muyanya, Nyana, Timon, and Pumbaa. The group nervously back up. 

“Well, well, well. What do we have here?” Bulina said. 

“It looks like 2 lion cubs, a warthog, and a mongoose!” Hyana said. 

“Hey, don’t call me a mongoose! I’m a meerkat!” Timon shouted. 

“Meerkats are members of the mongoose family, you brickhead!” Kinky-tail shouted. 

“Those guys are so ugly!” Muyanya said. 

“Why would you say that, little girl?” Bulina asked. 

“You have a missing forelimb and a scarred face. He has a missing eye. He, over there, has scars all over him!”

“Just who are you, anyway?” Hyana asked. 

“I’m Muyanya! Princess of the Pride Lands and future queen of Pride Rock!”

“Well, you better say your prayers because you are never gonna become queen!” Kinky-tail yelled. 

The Rogue hyenas growled at the cubs, Timon, and Pumbaa. The entire group whimpered. The hyenas opened their jaws and tried to snap the group in half. Timon and Pumbaa ran left while Muyanya and Nyana ran right. Hyana and Bulina went after the cubs while Kinky-tail ran after Timon and Pumbaa. 

Muyanya and Nyana ran as fast as they could with Hyana and Bulina on their tail. The lioness cubs jumped over fallen trees, sharp rocks, and dead bushes. Hyana and Bulina did the same thing. Muyanya and Nyana ran towards a dirty stream and jumped on the rocks. Bulina and Hyana followed them. As Muyanya and Nyana hopped across the river, the rocks began moving. They weren’t really rocks; they were crocodiles! Muyanya saw a crocodile about to snap Nyana in half and screamed. 

“Nyana, look out!” Muyanya shouted. 

Nyana saw the crocodile and screamed. She got out of the way before the crocodile could kill her. She followed Muyanya to the riverbank and got up on the shoreline safely. Hyana and Bulina grunted with anger when they saw the cubs were safe on the riverbank. Muyanya and Nyana raspberried at them both and ran off. 

Meanwhile, Timon and Pumbaa were running away from Kinky-tail. Kinky-tail ran as fast as he could after them both. Timon and Pumbaa jumped over a log as Kinky-tail continued catching up to them. Then the warthog and meerkat ran into a bush. They were trapped. Kinky-tail chuckled at them both. Timon and Pumbaa backed up against the bush’s branches until one branch got loose and hit Kinky-tail in his eye. The hyena yelped and rubbed his eye to get the stick out. Timon and Pumbaa walked off while he was distracted. 

“Ha, ha! That bush got ‘im!” Pumbaa said. 

“Let’s get outta here!” Timon said.

Timon and Pumbaa walked away. Then they crashed into Muyanya and Nyana without warning. The entire group got a giant headache. Then the cubs, meerkat, and warthog looked up and saw Kinky-tail, Bulina, and Hyana. They were cornered and all whimpered in fear. The hyenas chuckled. 

“Here, kitty, kitty!” Kinky-tail said. 

“Raar-raah!” Muyanya roared feebly. 

“Oh, that was it? Do it again! Come on!” Bulina said mockingly. 

“RRROOOAAARRR!!!!”

“Huh?!” the Rogue hyenas said. 

Then suddenly, Tiaki, Ngwazi, Kovu, and Kiara lunged at the Rogue hyenas from behind and fought them like crazy. Kovu went after Kinky-tail. Kinky-tail swiped his paw at him and missed. Kovu lifted up his paw and gave the hyena a bone-crushing blow to his head. Kinky-tail was killed on the strike. 

Kiara and Ngwazi handled Hyana. Hyana snapped his jaws at Ngwazi but missed. Then Ngwazi and Kiara bit his left hind leg, pulled on it, and tore it off. Hyana yowled in extreme pain and fell into a pool of his own blood. He bled to death in a matter of minutes. 

Tiaki went after Bulina. Bulina swiped her paw at him and missed. Then Tiaki lifted up his paw and raked his claws over Bulina’s left eye. Bulina howled in pain as her eye bled. She whimpered and ran off never to be seen again. Tiaki growled in honor. 

Muyanya, Nyana, Timon, and Pumbaa went over to the group. Muyanya nervously chuckled at Tiaki and Ngwazi. However, her parents and grandparents looked down at her angrily. 

“Mom, I...” Muyanya started. 

“Come, Muyanya! We’re going home!” Ngwazi shouted. 

Ngwazi picked Muyanya up by her neck. Muyanya grunted as she was picked up. Ngwazi began walking with Muyanya dangling from her mouth. Kiara then picked up Nyana and began to follow Ngwazi. Kovu and Tiaki followed close behind the ladies. Timon and Pumbaa followed them as well. Muyanya was scared about what punishment she was going to get for disobeying Ngwazi’s orders about not going into the Outlands. 

Chapter 3: Simba’s Story

The entire group reached the Pride Lands sometime later. Kovu and Kiara went on ahead towards Pride Rock to rest for the remainder of the day along with Timon and Pumbaa. However, Ngwazi stopped at a rock with Muyanya still dangling from her mouth. Tiaki looked at her and was concerned. 

“Ngwazi?” Tiaki said. 

Ngwazi just cleared her throat firmly. Tiaki just smiled and headed on towards Pride Rock. Ngwazi put Muyanya down. Muyanya looked at her mother and giggled slightly. Ngwazi started angrily down at her. Muyanya’s giggling ceased. 

“Muyanya, what were you thinking? I am very disappointed in you after I told you and your sister not to go into the Outlands when you were 3 weeks old!” Ngwazi said angrily. 

“I’m sorry, Mom! I just wanted to be brave,” Muyanya said. 

“Being brave doesn’t me getting into trouble or go looking for it. When you and Nyana went into the Outlands, you both could have been killed by those Rogue hyenas.”

“But, Mama, you’re not scared of anything!”

“I was today.” 

“You were?”

“Yes, I thought I was gonna lose you.”

“Oh, I guess even a queen can get scared, huh?” 

“Yes. And remember this, we must accept what the great Circle of Life hands down for us, Muyanya.”

“I know.”

“It is important that you understand the Circle of Life and maintain it or it will be broken, and if it is broken, your reign as queen in the future could come to an end.”

“I will try to maintain it, Mama. I promise.”

“You’ll be in my heart, Muyanya. Always.”

Ngwazi put a paw on Muyanya’s back and pulled her close to hug her. Muyanya put her face in her mother’s fur. She was a little ashamed at what she did that made Ngwazi mad at her. 

That night, Ngwazi was sitting on the edge of Pride Rock looking at the stars. She saw that one star shined brighter than most of the others. That star contained Simba’s spirit as every single other star contained the spirits of the other deceased great kings of the past. 

Muyanya walked out of the cave to see her mother looking at the stars. She walked up to Ngwazi’s side and sat beside her. She wanted to know what she was doing. 

“Mama, what are you doing?” Muyanya asked. 

“I’m just looking at the stars, honey,” Ngwazi said. 

“Why?”

“I’m just wondering about the great kings of the past. They look down on us from those stars.”

“Really?”

“You see that star?”

“Yeah.”

“That star contains the spirit of your great-grandfather, Simba.”

“Would you tell me his story?”

“Long ago, young Simba had lost his father, Mufasa. He was exiled out of the Pride Lands by Scar. Simba crossed a large desert and passed out from dehydration and hunger. A meerkat named Timon and a warthog named Pumbaa discovered him unconscious and took him to their home. Simba learned their motto, Hakuna Matata, which meant no worries. He grew up with them and forgot about his royal responsibility. However, a familiar face would come back into his life.”

“What happened then?”

“Well, Nala was hunting in the jungle one day and ran into Simba after all those years apart. Simba and Nala then fell in love. Nala tried convincing Simba to return to the Pride Lands, but Simba said that he couldn’t. Then he ran into Rafiki who showed him that his father, Mufasa, was alive in his heart. Mufasa gave Simba words of wisdom and told him to return to the Pride Lands. Simba eventually went back to the Pride Lands and faced Scar to take them back. He fought him and reclaimed the Pride Lands. Simba took his place as king, and the Pride Lands recovered.”

“What happened to him then?”

“In the years that came, Simba continued striving to keep the Pride Lands at peace. The Pride Landers formed a rivalry with the Outlanders. Only Kovu and Kiara were able to convince Simba that the rivalry and years of pain had to end. Simba declared peace between the prides of lions. Unfortunately, his life came to a tragic end years later. When Kovu was in terrible trouble with the hyenas, Simba came to his rescue, but he was brutally killed by the hyenas as a result.”

“I can’t believe that happened to Simba.”

“However, Muyanya, he still lives within us and watches us from that bright star. He lives in you as he does in me.” 

CHORUS

Ingonyama nengw’ enamabala 

Ingonyama nengw’ enamabala

NGWAZI

Night And the spirit of life calling mamela

And a voice just the fear of a child answers

Mamela

Uhu a khosi bo khokho 





(This is the land of our ancestors)

CHORUS

We ndodana ye sizwe sonke 




(Oh, son of the nation)

NGWAZI

Wait, there’s no mountain too great 

Here these words and have faith

Oh, have faith

He lives in you

He lives in me

He watches over

Everything we see

Into the water

Into the truth

In your reflection

He lives in you

He lives in you

He lives in me

He watches over

Everything we see

Into the water

Into the truth

In your reflection

He lives in you

CHORUS

Ingonyama nengw’ enamabala 

(Repeat until end)

“As long as you realize the kings of the past live in you, they will always be with you,” Ngwazi said. 

“I’ll remember, Mama. I’ll remember,” Muyanya said. 

The stars continued shining brightly down on Ngwazi and Muyanya. They knew they would never be alone since the kings of the past were watching them. 

Chapter 4: Hakuna Matata

One morning about a month after the hyena incident, peace had returned to the Pride Lands. Nothing was going to threaten Muyanya and Nyana now since Ngwazi was going to assign Timon and Pumbaa to baby-sit them both. 

Muyanya and Nyana playfully ran out of the den and looked out over the Pride Lands. They saw how big it was and decided to run out and play there. However, Ngwazi stopped them. 

“Where do you two think you’re going?” Ngwazi asked. 

“We’re gonna go play, Mama,” Nyana said. 

“Why?”

“Because we’re a little bigger now. We wanna do some exploring!” Muyanya shouted. 

“Yeah!” Nyana said. 

“Well, I don’t know,” Ngwazi said. 

“Come on, sis,” Kovu said coming out of the den. “You know how Kiara keeps on saying the cubs deserve a chance to go out and play in the savanna.”

“Yeah, Ngwazi. You know how our mother wouldn’t let us go anywhere to play and have fun,” Vitani said while Mallie, her 4-week-old son who resembled a miniature Simba only he had a darker pelt, sat near her. 

“Well, um...” Ngwazi started. 

“Please?” Muyanya and Nyana said. 

“It’s all right with me.”

“Yeah!”

Muyanya and Nyana ran off towards the savanna to go play around and have fun. However, Ngwazi wasn’t going to let them go that easily. She turned her attention to Timon and Pumbaa. 

“PSST! Timon! Pumbaa! Come here!” Ngwazi said, and Timon and Pumbaa came to her right away. 

“Yes, my queen?” Timon said. 

“I want ya two to follow Muyanya and Nyana. They are bound to run off.”

“Will do, Ngwazi!” Pumbaa said, and he and Timon took off. 

In the savanna, Muyanya and Nyana were pouncing on each other to practice their hunting skills. They were having fun while doing so. They didn’t even see Timon and Pumbaa sneaking through the grass. 

“I’ve got ya!” Nyana yelled and pounced on Muyanya. 

“No, I’ve got you!” Muyanya said flipping her sister over. 

There was a rustle in the grass. Muyanya and Nyana became frightened of the sound. They started running from it and ended up running into Timon and Pumbaa. The cubs, Timon, and Pumbaa all screamed after bumping into each other. The screams ceased, and Nyana got angry. 

“Why did you guys have to scare us?” Nyana said angrily. 

“Why did you have to scare us?!” Timon yelled. 

“You are such an idiot!” Muyanya said. 

“I am not!”

“Calm down, Timon. Now, Princess Muyanya, Lady Nyana, you two have gotta be careful not to run off like that,” Pumbaa said. 

“I don’t wanna be a princess,” Muyanya said. 

“What did ya say, kid?” Timon said. 

“I don’t wanna be a princess!!”

“What?! But you have to be, or you won’t be able to rule the Pride Lands!” Pumbaa said. 

“But I hate being one!”

“Why?”

“Because then I’ll have to be queen of these lands, and I don’t want to! It isn’t fair!”

“Listen, kid. Life isn’t fair, but deal with it. You know something, your grandmother and your father didn’t want to become rulers either, but they realized they had a destiny to fulfill, and they are happy now. Get it?” Timon said. 

“No.”

“You’ll understand it someday.”

“But I want to learn new things.”

“If you want to learn new things, then repeat after me. Ahem! Hakuna Matata,” Pumbaa said. 

“What?” 

“Hakuna Matata means no worries, Muyanya!” Timon said. 

“Cool!”

TIMON 

Hakuna Matata! What a wonderful phrase!

PUMBAA

Hakuna Matata! Ain’t no passing craze.

TIMON

It means no worries for the rest of your days

TIMON/PUMBAA

It’s our problem-free philosophy 

TIMON

Hakuna Matata

YOUNG MUYANYA

Hakuna Matata?

PUMBAA

Yeah! It’s our motto!

YOUNG NYANA

What’s a motto?

TIMON

Nothing! What’s a-motto with you?! Ha, ha!

PUMBAA

These two words will solve all your problems

TIMON

That’s right. Take Pumbaa here. 

Why...when he was a young warthog...

PUMBAA

When I was a young warthog!

TIMON

Uh...very nice

PUMBAA

Thanks!

TIMON

He found his aroma lacked a certain appeal

He could clear the savanna after every meal

PUMBAA

I’m a sensitive soul though I seem thick-skinned

And it hurt that my friends never stood downwind

PUMBAA





TIMON

And, oh, the shame!




He was ashamed!

Thoughta changing my name 


What’s in a name?

And I got downhearted



How did ya feel?

Every time that I...

TIMON

Pumbaa, not in front of the kids!

PUMBAA

Oh, sorry!

TIMON/PUMBAA

Hakuna Matata! What a wonderful phrase

Hakuna Matata! Ain’t no passing craze

YOUNG MUYANYA/YOUNG NYANA

It’s means no worries for the rest of your days

YOUNG MUYANYA/YOUNG NYANA/PUMBAA/TIMON

It’s our problem-free philosophy!

Hakuna Matata!

Hakuna Matata! Hakuna Matata!

Hakuna Matata! Hakuna Matata!

Hakuna Matata! Hakuna Matata!

Hakuna Matata! Hakuna—

YOUNG MUYANYA

It’s means no worries for the rest of your days!

TIMON/PUMBAA/YOUNG MUYANYA/YOUNG NYANA

It’s our problem-free philosophy!

Hakuna Matata! Hakuna Matata!

Hakuna Matata! Hakuna Matata!

Hakuna Matata! Hakuna Matata!

PUMBAA

I say “Hakuna”

TIMON

I say “Matata”

TIMON/PUMBAA

Hakuna Matata! Hakuna Matata!

TIMON

Ta-ta!

“Wow! That is so cool!” Muyanya said. 

“You see, you can have a worry-free day, you know. Remember, Hakuna Matata!” Timon said. 

“Hakuna Matata to you too, Timon.” 

Muyanya, Nyana, Timon, and Pumbaa went back to Pride Rock to rest for the remainder of the morning. The sun shined high in the sky as the gazelles and impala stotted through the savanna and the elephants pulled leaves off the tree with their trunks and ate them. 

Chapter 5: Learning the Arts of the Hunt

One afternoon 4 months later, Ngwazi, Vitani, and Kiara were taking Muyanya, Mallie, and Nyana down to the savanna to teach them how to ambush and catch prey. The cubs would watch the lionesses position themselves in an ambush position and go after the prey in a short but quick sprint. Muyanya and Nyana were much bigger now. They were beginning to look a lot like lions. However, Mallie was still small than they were, but he was getting big too. 

Down in the savanna, Kiara, Vitani, and Ngwazi were getting ready to go out and show the cubs how to pick off prey, chase after it, and close in for the kill. Mallie, Muyanya, and Nyana were going to watch them do that. 

“We are gonna show you all how to ambush and catch prey,” Kiara said. 

“Really?!” Muyanya shouted. 

“Yeah. Now, watch and learn from the pros.”

Kiara, Vitani, and Ngwazi went down towards a herd of young male wildebeest that was grazing on the grass of the savanna. Vitani went around to a spot where she would ambush an unsuspected male wildebeest. She avoided stepping on any sticks to alert the young wildebeest that danger was present. She lied in wait for Kiara and Ngwazi to make their move. 

Kiara began sneaking towards a 2-year-old male wildebeest. This young male wildebeest had recently departed from his herd and joined this bachelor herd until he could mate with female wildebeests. He grazed on the grass with his other herd members. Ngwazi crept towards the young male and stayed low to avoid being detected. 

The young wildebeest pulled several grass stems out of the grounds and gobbled them down. Nearby the bachelor wildebeest herd, a herd of zebras was grazing on a patch of grass as well. The zebras pulled grass stems out of the ground and gobbled them down as well. However, Kiara and Ngwazi were not interested in the zebras. 

Kiara crept a few inches closer to the male wildebeest she and Ngwazi were focusing on. Unaware of any danger, the young male wildebeest made his way towards an area of grass where Kiara and Ngwazi were hidden and began feeding on it. Suddenly, Kiara and Ngwazi broke their cover and ran after the wildebeest.

The wildebeest and zebra herds saw the lionesses coming and scattered in all directions. The young male wildebeest ran as fast as he could to get away from the lionesses, but Kiara and Ngwazi were catching up to him. They continued running after him. 

Vitani was lying in wait to ambush the male wildebeest. Then the wildebeest passed as Kiara and Ngwazi slowed to a walk. Vitani broke her cover and ran after the creature. She pounced upon the wildebeest’s back and wrestled him to the ground. Vitani then grabbed his throat with her jaws and clamped them tight around it. The wildebeest gagged until he gave out and died. Vitani released her grip on the wildebeest as Kiara, Ngwazi, Mallie, Muyanya, and Nyana came running. The cubs were amazed at what Vitani had done. 

“Wow! That was amazing!” Muyanya shouted. 

“It sure is!” Nyana and Mallie said. 

“Thanks, you all. One day, you three will become great hunters of almost all animals,” Vitani said. 

“I bet I’ll make a great hunter someday!” Mallie shouted. 

Muyanya pounced on Mallie really hard. She laughed at him like crazy. Mallie was disgusted.

“Not if I make my first kill before you do!” Muyanya shouted. 

“In your dreams, Muyanya!”

Mallie pounced on Muyanya really fast. Muyanya just flipped him over and pinned him again. Then Nyana pounced on her sister. The cubs all squealed with glee and took off running. They didn’t watch where they were going and bumped into the hyena pups, Yukina and Zuni. The cubs and pups all screamed. 

“What did you do that for?” Nyana shouted. 

“It’s not our fault! You ran into us!” Yukina shouted. 

“It is too your fault!” Mallie shouted.

“Is not!”

“Is too!”

“Is not!”

“Is too!”

“Hey, stop arguing!” Tyana said as she and her mom, Albi, appeared from behind a bush.

“Mama! Grandma!” Zuni said.

“How many times have I told you two not to wander off?”

“A lot?” Yukina said. 

“Why did you do it?”

“We just wanted to go play. That’s all.”

“Albi, Tyana! It’s so nice to see you!” Ngwazi said appearing suddenly with Kiara and Vitani near her.

“It’s nice to see you too, my queen!” Albi said. 

“It looks like you just met my children,” Tyana said. 

“I sure did,” Ngwazi said. 

“Hey, Albi, where are your mother and father?” Kiara asked. 

“Mother and Father died just 8 months ago, which was sometime before my grandchildren were born,” Albi said. 

“I’m sorry,” Vitani said. 

“How have things been?” Ngwazi asked. 

“It’s been great. We have settled into the eastern Pride Lands and called it our home. There is plenty of food for all of us,” Tyana said. 

“That’s great!”

“Mama, can we go play now?” Yukina said. 

“I don’t know about that,” Tyana said.

“Please?” Yukina and Zuni said.

“It’s all right with me.”

“Yeah!” the cubs and hyena pups shouted.

“I’m gonna get ya!” Muyanya shouted. 

“Not if I get you first!” Zuni yelled.

“Let’s go have fun!” Nyana said. 

Muyanya, Mallie, Nyana, Yukina, and Zuni all ran off to play. They laughed and squealed with glee as they ran. The gazelles stotted as the youngsters all ran together with the impalas running as well. Kiara, Vitani, Ngwazi, Albi, and Tyana all laughed. 

It had been so peaceful in the Pride Lands since the lions and hyenas were reunited that the lion cubs and hyena pups were able to play together all the time. Hopefully, it would stay that way forever. 

Chapter 6: A Terrible Tragedy in the Pride Lands

One afternoon 2 weeks after Muyanya and Nyana first met Zuni and Yukina, all 4 of these youngsters were playing in a large gorge. Ever since their meeting, the lion cubs and hyena pups loved to play together, and this large gorge was one of their favorite playing areas. Little did they know that this was the same gorge that Mufasa died in trying to save Simba from a herd of stampeding wildebeests.  Muyanya, Nyana, Yukina, and Zuni were old enough to play without anyone watching them. 

“Come back here so that I can practice my hunting skills on ya!” Nyana shouted at Zuni who ran away from her after being pounced on. 

“You’ll have to be faster than that to catch me!” Zuni yelled while running before he was pounced on by Muyanya. 

“You will never be that fast!” Muyanya said before Yukina ran in and knocked her over. 

“Neither will you!” Yukina shouted and ran off. 

“Come back here!”

“Nah, nah, nah, nah! You can’t catch me!”

“You wanna bet?!” Nyana shouted and ran after Yukina. 

The lion cubs and hyena pups laughed and squealed while running. They were having so much fun that they didn’t notice up above the gorge was a herd of blue wildebeest grazing peacefully on grass. Little did the wildebeests know that they were being stalked by a male leopard. 

This leopard was young, but he was a very experienced hunter of many animals including blue wildebeest. The leopard crept towards an adolescent male blue wildebeest. The adolescent male wildebeest was grazing peacefully without suspecting any danger. The leopard crept closer and closer towards his prey until he just broke his cover and ran towards the herd. The wildebeests saw the leopard and began stampeding towards the gorge. The leopard jumped on the young male wildebeest and grabbed his throat. The wildebeest suffocated and died while the rest of the herd stampeded into the gorge. 

Down below, the cubs and pups were still playing together inside the gorge. Muyanya pounced at Yukina and missed. Yukina laughed her head off. Then Nyana jumped on Yukina and laughed at her. The other youngsters all laughed as well. 

“You really got me!” Yukina said. 

“I sure did!” Nyana said. 

“Let’s play some more!” Zuni said. 

All of a sudden, the ground began shaking somewhat. Muyanya perked up her ears to pick up the sounds. She looked up and saw a huge herd of blue wildebeest stampeding down the steep gorge wall that went down towards the gorge floor. The wildebeests were heading right for the kids! Muyanya, Nyana, Yukina, and Zuni ran for their lives to escape the stampeding wildebeest. Zuni and Yukina ran towards a small ledge where there was a path of rocks leading upward towards the savanna and climbed to safety. Muyanya and Nyana ran towards the ledge and tried climbing up it, but they slipped and fell. The stampeding wildebeest were heading towards them, and Muyanya and Nyana ran off to escape the oncoming large antelopes. Zuni and Yukina climbed the steep rock path to the top of the gorge and ran for help. 

At that point, Tiaki, Ngwazi, Eli, Kovu, and Kiara were on patrol not too far away from the gorge. Eli, riding on Tiaki’s back, noticed the wildebeest herd moving from a distance. 

“Oh, look, Sire. The blue wildebeest herd is on the move,” Eli said pointing towards the gorge. 

“Odd,” Tiaki said. 

“That’s really strange. The herd wouldn’t be on the move unless they were spooked or something,” Kovu said. 

“King Tiaki! Queen Ngwazi!” Yukina yelled while panting from running with her brother, Zuni, behind her. 

“There’s a stampede in the gorge!” Zuni shouted. “Muyanya and Nyana are trapped down there!”

“Muyanya?!” Tiaki said. 

“Nyana?!” Ngwazi said. 

Meanwhile, Muyanya and Nyana were still trying to escape the stampeding wildebeests. Muyanya found a small hole in the right gorge wall and hid in it for safety. Nyana saw an overhanging tree branch and climbed on it to be safe. Up above, Tiaki, Ngwazi, Kovu, and Kiara were racing towards the gorge as fast as they could. Eli flew on ahead into the gorge to see if he could find Muyanya and Nyana. He spotted Nyana hanging on the tree branch. 

“Eli, help me!” Nyana shouted. 

“Your parents and grandparents are on the way, Nyana! Hold on!” Eli shouted. 

“Hurry! Muyanya is hiding a hole in the gorge wall nearby!”

Tiaki, Ngwazi, Kovu, and Kiara slid down a rocky slope and came up to a gorge ledge. Eli flew up to the lions to tell them where Muyanya and Nyana were. 

“Nyana is there on that tree, and Muyanya is hiding a hole nearby her!” Eli shouted at Tiaki and Ngwazi. 

“Hold on, Nyana!” Ngwazi yelled. 

The tree branch began collapsing under Nyana’s weight. Ngwazi couldn’t just stand there and raced into the gorge to save her daughters. Tiaki and Kovu reacted in fear. 

“Ngwazi!” Tiaki shouted. 

“Sis, don’t!” Kovu yelled, but Ngwazi didn’t hear him. 

Without wasting any time, Tiaki ran towards a gorge ledge where he would wait for Ngwazi to bring one of the cubs to safety. Kovu and Kiara followed their son. 

Ngwazi raced into the stampede in trying to find Muyanya. It was difficult for her to get through the stampeding wildebeest. However, she got to the hole where Muyanya was hiding. Muyanya was happy to see her mom. 

“Mama!” Muyanya said. 

“Come on, honey. Climb up on my back,” Ngwazi said. 

Muyanya climbed up onto her mother’s back. Ngwazi raced through the gorge to find a safe place for Muyanya to set her down on. She saw a large tree overhanging the gorge and went to it. Muyanya climbed up onto a branch where she would be safe. Then Ngwazi raced off to find Nyana. 

At that point, Nyana was still hanging on the dead tree branch. Ngwazi raced towards her, but a wildebeest knocked her over. She looked up in fear. A wildebeest hit the branch and sent Nyana flying through the air. Ngwazi jumped up and caught her on her back. She landed on her feet. Tiaki went towards a gorge ledge with Kovu and Kiara behind him. 

Ngwazi ran through the wildebeests to try to get through them and find a gorge wall to climb up. The stampeding wildebeests ran over her and Nyana, but Ngwazi fought through the stampede and climbed onto a steep gorge wall. She began climbing up. Muyanya watched from the tree as her mom and sister tried making their way up the wall. 

Up above on the gorge ledge, Tiaki was waiting for Ngwazi to bring Nyana to safety. Then Kovu saw Ngwazi making her way up the cliff face with Nyana on her back. It was a relief that she was still alive. 

“Tiaki!” Ngwazi shouted. 

“Ngwazi! Give me your paw!” Tiaki shouted and extended his paw out, and Ngwazi grabbed it. “Good. Now, give me your other one!”

“I can’t! It’s too slippery! I’m losing my grip!”

“Mama, I’m scared!” Nyana shouted. 

“It’s okay, honey. It’s okay!”

“Hang on, sis!” Kovu shouted. 

Ngwazi began to get her other forepaw and extended it to Tiaki. Tiaki tried grabbing it but missed. Ngwazi was slipping and losing her grip. Tiaki tried once more to grab Ngwazi’s other paw, but suddenly, it happened. Ngwazi lost her grip on Tiaki, and she and Nyana fell off the gorge to their deaths. Tiaki saw his wife and daughter fall down towards the gorge bottom and into the stampede. Muyanya saw it too and reacted in horror.

“AAAAAAAAHHHHHHHHH!!!!!” Ngwazi and Nyana screamed one last time before vanishing into the wildebeest stampede. 

“Ngwazi! Nyana!” Tiaki shouted terrified. 

“NOOOOOO!!!!!” Muyanya screamed yelling her heart out. 

Then the branch began breaking from under Muyanya’s feet. It gave away, and Muyanya fell into the stampeding wildebeests and vanished. It seemed like she was going to be killed in the stampede as well. 

Tiaki made his way towards the bottom of the gorge as the end of the stampeding wildebeest vanished. He looked for Ngwazi and Nyana but couldn’t find them. Then he discovered their bodies under a broken tree. Tiaki ran to them and wanted to see if they were alive or not. 

“Ngwazi? Nyana? Oh, please, come on, you two. You both have gotta get up,” Tiaki said. “Please, you two. Don’t leave me like this. Please!”

It was no use. Ngwazi and Nyana were both dead. Muyanya was nowhere to be seen, and Tiaki thought she was dead too. Tiaki had lost everything of his family: his wife and his daughters. He let out a cry of despair and terror. 

“NOOOOOOOOOOO!!!!!!” Tiaki screamed to the sky and lowered his head. 

No words could heal Tiaki’s broken heart over his loss. Tiaki went over to the dead bodies of his wife and daughter and lied down next to them. He cried but softly. From behind, Kovu and Kiara came up to him. 

“Tiaki?” Kovu said. 

“Dad, Mom,” Tiaki cried and buried his face in his father’s mane. 

“It’s okay, son. It’s okay.”

“I’ve lost everything, Dad. My wife and my daughters. They were my life and my hope that I saw in their wonderful lives. I’ll never get to see them again!”

“Where’s Muyanya?” Kiara asked. 

“She’s dead, Mom. I didn’t see her anywhere.”

“SHH. It’ll be okay, Tiaki,” Kovu said. “Ngwazi, Muyanya, and Nyana will live in your heart forever.”

“Really?”

“Sure. They’ve joined Simba, Nala, Mufasa, and Sarabi in the stars where they will stay. Come on. Let’s go home.”

Kovu and Kiara led Tiaki back to Pride Rock to leave Ngwazi and Nyana in peace. In time, these wounds would heal. 

At nighttime at Pride Rock, Tiaki gathered the pride and the hyenas to announce the deaths of Ngwazi, Nyana, and Muyanya to everyone. It was a very heartbreaking time for everyone including Timon and Pumbaa. 

“Ngwazi, Nyana, and Muyanya’s deaths are a very terrible tragedy, but they all touched our hearts with love. We must move on and put this behind us. It’s a horrible loss for me as well because they were part of my life as well...” Tiaki said. 

Vitani held her head low for the death of her sister, Ngwazi. Mallie was under her and began crying. Timon and Pumbaa cried as well. The hyenas cried too because it was Ngwazi who helped Tiaki bring them back into the Pride Lands. 

“My wife and my daughters are now with my grandparents and great-grandparents in the stars where they will be forever. I will continue to be your king. We must continue on without them,” Tiaki said and began crying. 

Kovu and Kiara joined their son and began nuzzling him to make him feel better. Tiaki was happy that he still had his parents. The lions went into the cave at Pride Rock to sleep for the night. Kovu, Kiara, and Tiaki joined them. As time would go on, the Pride Lands would be thrown into a state of turmoil and despair since Ngwazi, Nyana, and Muyanya all died in the wildebeest stampede. 

Chapter 7: A Stranger in a Mysterious Land

Everyone in the Pride Lands thought that Muyanya was dead when Tiaki couldn’t see her anywhere after Ngwazi and Nyana fell to their deaths at the bottom of the gorge. In fact, she really wasn’t dead. She had miraculously survived the wildebeest stampede that killed her sister, Nyana, and her mother, Ngwazi. However, Muyanya had been struck with amnesia because of a blow in the mad rush. As a result, she couldn’t remember who she really was or where she came from and wandered far away from her home. No one knew if she was alive or not. 

For 6 days and nights, Muyanya wandered far away from the Pride Lands without food or water. On the 7th day, she wandered into the Masai Mara and collapsed from hunger and dehydration. This section of the Serengeti Plain was the home of the Masai Mara Pride. 

Huyana and Burisa once ruled the Masai Mara Pride. They had a daughter named Monisa who was their heiress to the throne of their family. During this time, Monisa was trained to become the pride’s next queen. Then one day, a pregnant lioness named Carlena came to live with the Masai Mara Pride after escaping a tyrannical dominant male lion. When Monisa was 4 months old, Carlena gave birth to her son, Miaki. Miaki was made heir to the throne of the Masai Mara 3 days after his birth. 

Miaki and Monisa grew up together and were both trained at the same time in order to become effective rulers. They fell in love with one another when they became adults. Sadly before they took over the throne, Huyana, Monisa’s father, died of a rare disease caused by a mild virus. Everybody mourned his death. However, Miaki and Monisa went on to become king and queen of the Masai Mara Pride and the lands surrounding them. Together, they had a daughter named Maliaka who became their heiress to their family’s throne. 

Unfortunately, Maliaka died when she was only 3 months old after catching double pneumonia. Miaki and Monisa were heartbroken of their daughter’s death, and they didn’t speak for days. It was hard for everyone to accept the loss of this cub. However, a new face would show up in Monisa’s life. 

At the crack of dawn one morning a week after Maliaka’s death, Monisa was taking a trip down to the water hole to take a drink of water. She was still heartbroken over the death of her daughter. Her teats were still quite large although that a lioness’s teats would dry up after a few days of losing her cubs. She began lapping up water when she saw a lioness cub laying unconscious on the edge of the water hole on the other side. Monisa was concerned for this cub. She saw that it had not eaten anything or drunk any water for days. The cub was really Muyanya. 

Monisa realized she had to take Muyanya back to the den in the center of her pride’s territory and get fluid into her body. Without anyone seeing her, she ducked under Muyanya, got her onto her back, and began walking towards the den. 

At the den in the center of the Masai Mara Pride’s territory, Miaki walked out of the den to smell the morning fresh air. He looked almost identical to Simba only he was darker and stronger. Then he saw his wife, Monisa, walking up to him with Muyanya on her back. He saw the dehydrated young lioness on Monisa’s back and reacted a little bit. 

“Monisa, what do you have on your back?” Miaki asked. 

“It’s a lioness cub, Miaki. I found her lying still on the other side of the water hole this morning,” Monisa said. 

“She looks really sick, but she can’t stay with us. She is not of our pride, and she won’t replace the cub we lost.”

“But, Miaki, she is too weak to fend for herself, and she will surely die if I don’t give her some milk. Please, let her stay. I’ll raise her to become a part of our family.”

“But, Monisa...”

“Please, Miaki. She’ll die.”

“All right. You can raise her and adopt her as our daughter.”

“Thank you!”

Monisa put Muyanya down and lied down close to her to give her milk. Muyanya began sniffing and smelling fresh milk from somewhere and felt around. Then she began suckling and taking milk from Monisa. Muyanya felt the warm milk enter her body and hydrated her pretty quickly. Monisa licked her on the head to keep her clean from parasites. Muyanya stopped suckling and began waking up. When she saw Monisa in which she saw as a strange lioness, she became frightened and backed away from her. 

“Get away from me! Get away!” Muyanya said. 

“Don’t be scared, young one. I was just trying to help you!” Monisa said. 

“Leave me alone!”

“There’s no need to react like that! My wife found you unconscious near the water hole!” Miaki shouted. 

“Where am I? I don’t remember much of anything.”

“You’re in the Masai Mara now.”

“What are your names?”

“My name is Miaki, and this is my wife, Monisa.”

“My name is Muyanya. I can still remember my name.”

“What happened to you?” Monisa asked. 

“I can’t seem to remember. All that I know was that I was struck with amnesia for some reason. That’s why I can’t seem to remember everything.”

“Are you okay?” Miaki asked. 

“I think so. I just have a big bump on the head. That’s all. I’m pretty hungry too.”

“Would you like some of my milk? There’s plenty of it. It’ll hydrate you pretty well and give you some fluids,” Monisa said. 

“Oh, no. I couldn’t take milk from a stranger.”

“Come on. It’ll give you a relief form being so hungry and everything.”

“Okay. Thank you very much, Monisa.”

Monisa lied down on her side. Muyanya lied down close to her. She put her large paws on Monisa’s belly and began suckling milk from her again. Once more, Muyanya felt warm milk enter her dehydrated body and felt the dehydration wearing off a bit. Monisa licked her on the head with affection and love. She looked up at Miaki and smiled at him. Miaki smiled back down at her and licked her pretty face with his tongue. Monisa sighed with hope that she was going to have a new future with her new adopted daughter. Miaki was happy too. 

“Oh, Miaki, this looks like the start of a new future for us and our new adopted daughter,” Monisa said. 

“Me too, Monisa. Me too,” Miaki said nuzzling his wife. 

Miaki and Monisa were happy now because that a New Hope had walked into their lives. That New Hope was Muyanya. Miaki and Monisa were going to raise Muyanya as their own daughter and have her become a part of their family and home. They were incredibly happy. However, their deceased daughter, Maliaka, would live in their hearts forever until the end of time. 

Chapter 8: A New Home and a New Family

One afternoon 2 weeks after Muyanya joined the Masai Mara Pride, Monisa was sleeping in a pile of grass. Muyanya had been sleeping beside her on this warm day, but she wasn’t there. When Monisa woke up, she saw that Muyanya wasn’t beside her. 

“Muyanya, where are you?” Monisa said frightened. 

Muyanya sneaked towards Monisa. Without Monisa seeing her, she pounced on her from behind and scared her out of her wits. Monisa became startled and surprised by her adopted daughter’s sudden appearance. 

“RAAR!” Muyanya roared. 

“AHH! Muyanya, you scared me!” Monisa said startled. 

“I sure did, Mom. You wanna see me imitate a hyena? Hee, hee, hee, ha, ha, ha!!” 

“Can you imitate other animals besides a hyena?” 

“Sure! I’ll do a mouse! Squeak! Squeak! Squeak!”

Muyanya continued imitating a mouse and scurried away. The other lion cubs saw Muyanya do this and began imitating mice. The lionesses saw their cubs doing that and got angry.

“Monisa!” the lionesses shouted. 

Muyanya continued running away until she bumped into a huge female leopard. She looked up and got frightened of this female leopard called Fabana. Fabana’s shy daughter, Giani, appeared out from beside her mother. Muyanya covered her face up and was frightened that she was going to be hurt. 

“Who are you, little one?” Fabana asked. 

“Please, don’t hurt me!” Muyanya said frightened. 

“Now, why would I do a thing like that?”

“Because you’re a leopard, and leopards have been known to kill lion cubs when they get the chance.”

“I would never do that to a lion cub here in the Masai Mara. My name is Fabana. What’s yours?”

“Muyanya.”

“Fabana! Thank goodness you found Muyanya!” Monisa said running up to Muyanya, Fabana, and Giani. 

“Is Muyanya really your daughter?” Fabana asked. 

“Not really. She’s my adopted daughter.”

“What happened to Maliaka?”

“Maliaka died of double pneumonia about 3 weeks ago.”

“I’m sorry. How did Muyanya come to be yours?”

“I found her unconscious on the other side of the water hole. She nearly died and had been struck with amnesia, so she didn’t remember what happened to her.”

“I can’t believe that happened to a white lioness cub like her.”

“And who’s this little cub?” Muyanya said seeing Giani hiding her face with her paws. 

“Oh, this is my daughter, Giani. She is really shy. My mate’s name is Fabana, and he’s her father.” 

“Who are ya calling shy, Mommy?” Giani said. “I’m not that shy.”

“Well, you sometimes don’t like playing with other youngsters.”

“And I’m wondering. How did that lioness cub’s fur end up being really white?” 

“Well, human scientists say that the white fur of a white lion is caused by a rare recessive gene,” Monisa said. “White lions are very rare. There are less than 20 of them left in the world, and many of them are in captivity. Humans are trying to bring the wild white lions that are sighted every year to safety in a captive environment to keep poachers from killing them for their fur.”

“I don’t quite understand.”

“The Circle of Life produces a new life and circle to be completed. Once in a lifetime, the great balance will produce a circle that is very special and is the one of a white lion, the most beautiful creature in Africa.”

“That seems to make sense.”

“Every once in a lifetime, you’ll see a white lion roaming about on the savanna, Giani. You’ll learn more about it someday,” Fabana said. 

“Mommy, can Muyanya and I go play?”

“Well, I don’t know...”

“Please, please, please, please, please?”

“It’s all right with me.”

“Yeah!” Muyanya said as she and Giani ran off only to be stopped by Ika, the majordomo for the Masai Mara lions, in their tracks.

“And just who do you think you are, little white fur ball?” Ika said snoopily. 

“Don’t you dare be rude to my daughter, Ika!” Miaki shouted as he and Frazier, Fabana’s mate and Giani’s father, came up to him. 

“Is that really your daughter?!”

“No, Monisa and I adopted her after Maliaka died 3 weeks ago.”

“What’s her name?” 

“Muyanya.”

“She is really beautiful,” Frazier said. 

“Thanks, whoever you are,” Muyanya said. 

“Frazier. Call me Frazier.”

“You’re a leopard, aren’t ya?” 

“Yes, how did you know?” 

“You have spots all over you. I also met your wife, Fabana, and your daughter, Giani.”

“You have, haven’t you?”

“Yes, I have. I’m so happy to have new friends, a new home, and a new family!” 

“We’re glad to have you too, Muyanya,” Miaki said nuzzling his adopted daughter, but Muyanya was a little disgusted. 

“Oh, Dad, stop that! I wanna go play!” 

“Come on, Muyanya! Let’s go play!” Giani said running away with Muyanya going after her. 

Muyanya and Giani pounced on one another and just squealed happily. Miaki and Frazier laughed really hard at what the cubs were doing. Monisa and Fabana soon joined them and laughed too. 

“Those girls can surely have fun!” Monisa said. 

“They sure can,” Fabana said. 

“You were right, Monisa,” Miaki said walking up to his wife. 

“About what?” Monisa asked. 

“About Muyanya giving us a new lease on life and some hope for our pride’s future. I think she would make a great queen for our home.”

“But what about Maliaka?”

“Maliaka will live in our hearts forever, but that was the past, and this is the future. I want to make Muyanya our heiress to the throne of the Masai Mara.”

“Okay, if you want to.”

“I want to do it. It’ll make her happy.”

Miaki and Monisa nuzzled each other with love and hope. Miaki wanted to make Muyanya the heiress to his pride’s throne. Monisa agreed too because she wanted Muyanya to be happy.

That night, things were quiet in the Masai Mara. All the animals, which included the lions, were asleep. Inside their den, all of the Masai Mara lions were asleep. Miaki slept in the corner of the den while Monisa and Muyanya slept in the center. 

Monisa was sleeping peacefully, but Muyanya was having a bad dream. This was a dream that took her back to when her real mother, Ngwazi, and sister, Nyana, were killed in the wildebeest stampede that left her with amnesia. 

Muyanya was watching from a tree and saw her mother climbing up a steep gorge wall with her sister on her back. She watched frantically as this happened and hoped they would make it. 

“Tiaki!” Ngwazi shouted. 

“Ngwazi! Give me your paw!” Tiaki shouted and extended his paw, and Ngwazi grabbed it. “Good! Now, give me your other paw!” 

“I can’t! It’s too slippery! I’m losing my grip!” 

“Mama, I’m scared!” Nyana said

“It’s okay, honey. It’s okay.”

“Hang on, sis!” Kovu shouted. 

Ngwazi began to get her other forepaw and extended it to Tiaki. Tiaki tried grabbing it but missed. Ngwazi was slipping and losing her grip. Tiaki tried once more to grab Ngwazi’s other paw, but suddenly, it happened. Ngwazi lost her grip on Tiaki, and she and Nyana fell off the gorge to their deaths. Tiaki saw his wife and daughter fall down towards the gorge bottom and into the stampede. Muyanya saw it too and reacted in horror.

“AAAAAAAAHHHHHHHHH!!!!!” Ngwazi and Nyana screamed one last time before vanishing into the wildebeest stampede. 

“Ngwazi! Nyana!” Tiaki shouted terrified. 

“NOOOOOO!!!!!” Muyanya screamed yelling her heart out. 

Then the branch began breaking from under Muyanya’s feet. It gave away, and Muyanya fell into the stampeding wildebeests and vanished. It seemed like she was going to be killed in the stampede as well. 

The dream faded, and Muyanya woke up frightened and panting from it. She screamed as well because she was so frightened of the dream and wanted it to go away. 

“AHHH!!” Muyanya screamed.

Monisa heard her adopted daughter scream loudly and woke up in an instant. She saw that Muyanya was panting and really scared. 

“Muyanya, what’s wrong?!” Monisa shouted. 

“I had a really bad dream, Mom!” Muyanya yelled. “It was so scary!”

“Are you okay?” 

“Yes, I am. I was so scared!”

Muyanya started crying and buried her face into Monisa’s fur. Monisa put a paw across her back to try and calm her down. Muyanya calmed down, but she was still scared. 

“SHH. It’s okay, Muyanya. It’s okay. You feel better now?” Monisa said. 

“I’m okay, Mom. I’m okay,” Muyanya said.

“Would you like some of my milk?”

“Mm-hmm. I am getting kind of hungry.”

Monisa lied down on her side to get comfortable. Muyanya lied down next to her belly. She put her paws on Monisa’s belly and began suckling. Muyanya became calmer and calmer as she suckled milk from Monisa. The dream’s effects simply wore off as Muyanya continued taking in milk from her adoptive mother, Monisa. The warmth of the milk flowed through her hungry body and calmed her down dramatically. After a few minutes, Muyanya was sound asleep. 

Monisa sighed with relief that her adopted daughter was asleep again. She licked Muyanya’s forehead lovingly and put her head down to go to sleep. Monisa took in a deep breath and just fell asleep. From there, Muyanya was not going to have any more bad dreams for the rest of the night. 

Chapter 9: The New Heiress of the Masai Mara Pride

The next day, Muyanya was playing with Giani. The two cubs had become fast friends and loved to play with each other now. In the Masai Mara, anything could happen. Muyanya and Giani pounced and jumped on one another. They squealed as they did. The girls were having so much fun.

“This is so much fun!” Muyanya said. 

“Bet you can’t catch me!” Giani yelled. 

“Oh, yes, I can’t!”

Muyanya and Giani ran off to have fun. Muyanya was catching onto Giani’s heels. However, Giani kicked dirt into her eyes and ran off. Muyanya stopped to get the dirt out of her eyes. She was able to and ran after Giani. Muyanya and Giani continued running until they ran into Dyaka, a male Cape buffalo, and Guyana, a black rhinoceros. Both of these creatures were very mean-tempered. Dyaka and Guyana looked angrily at Muyanya and Giani. The cubs whimpered. 

“Why don’t ya watch where you two are going?!” Dyaka shouted rudely. 

“You don’t have to be rude, you know!” Giani said. 

“Yeah, and you can’t talk to us youngsters like that!” Muyanya yelled. 

“We can talk to you two how ever we want!” Guyana yelled. 

“No, you can’t!”

“Yes, I can!”

“Can’t!”

“Can!”

“Can’t, can’t, can’t!”

“Can, can, can!”

“Leave my daughter and her friend alone!” Miaki shouted as he ran in and stood in front of Muyanya and Nyana. 

“Your Majesty!” Dyaka said. 

“That’s Miaki to you!”

“Sorry!”

“What’s all the arguing for?”

“These two careless youngsters ran into us on purpose!”

“No, we didn’t! We were just running around and playing when we bumped into those rude idiots by accident!” Muyanya shouted. 

“Who asked you?!” Dyaka sneered. 

“Stop it, Dyaka!” Miaki yelled. “I don’t believe you or Guyana, but I believe my daughter!”

“Why don’t you just shut up, Miaki! That little white fur ball isn’t your real daughter!” Guyana said. 

“Maybe not, but she is my adopted daughter. If you don’t like it, I can send the pride and hyenas after you and Dyaka!”

“Okay, okay. We’ll leave them alone!”

“Good. Get outta here!”

Guyana and Dyaka ran off whimpering in fear of Miaki’s threat to them. They vanished into the undergrowth. Miaki growled and turned his attention to Muyanya and Giani. 

“I’m sorry, Dad. I didn’t mean to cause all the trouble,” Muyanya said. 

“It’s not your fault, honey,” Miaki said. “There are animals that are plain rude to others!”

“You said it!” Giani said. 

“Giani, could you go home for a little while? I’d like to talk to Muyanya alone.”

“Okay.”

Giani ran on home to her mother, Fabana, and her father, Frazier. Muyanya watched her go home, looked at Miaki, and wondered why Giani had to go home so fast. 

“Why did ya send her home, Dad?” Muyanya asked. 

“Well, I wanted us to be alone so that I could talk to you,” Miaki responded. 

“Oh, okay. What do you want to talk to me about?”

“I’ve been thinking for the last few days and seeing you being stronger than all the other youngsters around here.”

“What are you talking about, Dad?”

“It seems that you have the qualities of being a queen.”

“A queen? Slow this down a minute. You are saying that I have the qualities of being a queen?”

“Yes.”

“Get outta town! I don’t have those qualities.”

“I’ve seen you pouncing on your mother without her seeing you. That is a quality that a queen has to have in order to rule her land.”

“I have that quality. What are the other qualities?”

“You are strong, able to stand up for yourself, and able to follow your heart when you are alone.”

“Really?”

“Yes. Muyanya, I want you to be the new heiress to our pride’s throne.”

“You mean you want me to be the future queen of your homeland?!”

“Yes, will you do it?”

“I would love to! Thank you so much, Dad!”

Muyanya nuzzled Miaki with happiness and joy. She was so happy that she was going to be the new heiress to the Masai Mara Pride’s throne. 

That night, Miaki gathered the pride at the Sacred Gathering Place where the Masai Mara Pride would gather for meetings. All of the lionesses were talking loudly. Uzuri, a chimpanzee and shaman for the Masai Mara lions, was trying to get the lionesses’ attentions. 

“I wonder what’s up,” Syana said. 

“May I have your attention, please?” Uzuri said banging his staff on a rock, but the lionesses ignored him. “QUIET!”

The lionesses silenced themselves after Uzuri shouted to get their attentions. Uzuri was a bit mad at them. 

“Now, King Miaki has an important announcement he has to make.”

Uzuri allowed for Miaki to climb up onto the rock and sit down. Monisa and Muyanya sat near the rock. Some of the lionesses were still talking. 

“This better important!” Desi said. 

“Yeah, or we’re wasting our time!” Kyani said. 

“SHHH!” the other lionesses said. 

“Ahem!” Miaki said and got the lionesses’ attentions. “Now, this very recent announcement is very important.”

“Well, get it over with!” Aniva shouted rudely.

“QUIET!” Burisa, Monisa’s mother, and Carlena, Miaki’s mother, shouted. 

“Thank you,” Miaki said. “Now, this announcement is very important. I have decided to make Muyanya our new heiress to our pride’s throne.”

“But what about Malika?” Syana asked. 

“Malika will live forever in our hearts, but we must move on. Muyanya will be our future queen. Does everyone agree?” 

“Yeah! That’s great, Miaki!” the lionesses said. 

“Thank you, everyone. You are all dismissed.”

The lionesses departed for the den nearby for the remainder of the night. Miaki stepped down from the rock and went up to Monisa and Muyanya. He nuzzled them both. 

“Well, Muyanya, you are now the future queen of the Masai Mara,” Miaki said. 

“Thank you, Dad. I’ll never forget you for this,” Muyanya said and ran off towards the den. 

“She is so happy,” Monisa said. 

“She may not have come from our pride, but she will make a great queen to rule our home,” Miaki said. 

“Come. Let’s go to bed.”

Miaki and Monisa nuzzled each other and went off towards the den to sleep for the rest of the night. They were happy now since their adopted daughter, Muyanya, was their new heiress to the throne of the Masai Mara pride. 

Chapter 10: Drought Strikes the Pride Lands

It had been 6 months since Ngwazi and Nyana had been killed in the wildebeest stampede that left Muyanya with amnesia. Everyone in the Pride Lands presumed Muyanya dead since Tiaki didn’t see her after Ngwazi and Nyana fell to their deaths. Now, turmoil and despair were beginning to take hold on the Pride Lands. 

Since the stampede, the Pride Lands had begun to dry up really fast. No rain had come for the past 6 months, and the plants were beginning to die one by one. The herbivores had to compete for the remaining food and water. As a result, many creatures had been dying of starvation and dehydration. Some of the herds had to move on to greener lands outside of the Pride Lands where there was a lot of competition for plant resources. 

One day in the eastern part of the Pride Lands, the hyenas were on the prowl for food. Since the drought began, there had been intense competition for food among the hyenas. As a result of this intense competition, the lower-ranking hyenas often went hungry and complained they weren’t getting a fair share of the food. The higher-ranking hyenas got food, but they often complained that they weren’t getting enough to eat. Of course, Albi got the best pickings because she was the leader of the hyena clan. 

Right now, the hyenas were focusing in on a herd of topi. They were going to select the weakest and slowest member of the herd to take down. Basi, Tyana’s mate and father of Zuni and Yukina, saw a limping male topi 350 feet in front of him. A crocodile had bitten the male topi when he tried crossing the river to get him and his herd to greener lands. This was perfect for the hyenas for it would be a perfect meal for them. 

Basi moved in closer towards the male topi. The other topi saw him, but this hyena didn’t threaten them unless he started running after them. The wounded male topi lied down to rest after limping so much. This relieved his pain in his left hind limb that was aching so much. Basi drew in closer and closer until he was in the right spot to chase the topi. 

“Now, I’ve got ya!” Basi said. 

“Now!” Albi shouted. 

Basi led the charge at the male topi. The wounded topi looked up, saw the hyenas charging at him, and took off. The hyenas ran at the topi herd at full speeds up to 40 miles per hour. They were getting closer and closer to the male topi until they were right by him. Basi then grabbed his hind leg with his teeth and hung on tightly. The male topi tried kicking to get loose from Basi’s grip, but it was no use. The other hyenas joined in on biting the horned ungulate. In a matter of minutes, the topi was dead from loss of blood. 

The hyenas immediately began feasting on the dead topi before Albi, Tyana, Basi, and Frunina would be back with Yukina and Zuni. They were fighting over the meat because there were too many hyenas feasting on it at the same time. Then Albi, Tyana, Basi, and Frunina arrived with Yukina and Zuni at their side. Albi growled at the hyenas to let her, her children, her grandchildren, and Basi to feed. The other hyenas ignored her. Albi then snarled at them and scared them away. She and the others at her side began feeding on the carcass. Fortunately, very little of the carcass had been eaten. 

“Albi is not being fair to us!” Jadi shouted. 

“She sure isn’t!” Cyane said. 

“What do you mean?” Yukina asked. 

“You know how your grandmother always gets the dibs on all the grub while we have to starve!” Bulina shouted who obviously had joined the hyena clan when the drought started getting underway. 

“It’s because she is the leader of the clan, you dummy!” Zuni said. 

“What did you say?!” 

“I called you a dummy!” 

“You’ll pay for that!”

“Leave my child alone, you freak!” Tyana yelled jumping in front of Zuni. “If you lay a paw on him...”

“You’ll do what?” 

“She’ll break your neck!” Basi said. “My wife is bigger, more powerful, and stronger you’ll ever be, Bulina! She’ll kill you if you lay a paw on our child!” 

“I’m gonna explain to the king about your behavior, Bulina!” Albi said walking away towards the central Pride Lands. 

“Like the king’s gonna believe ya!” Bulina shouted. 

“Shut up!” Basi and Tyana shouted, and Bulina got quiet in an instant. 

Meanwhile, in the central part of the Pride Lands, the lions were hunting at the moment. They were stalking a herd of wildebeest. Vitani was now the lead lioness for the hunts since Ngwazi died 6 months ago. She was leading this hunt as she had done before.

Tiaki crept his way towards the wildebeests and sneaked into the tall grass. Kiara moved into the tall grass nearby and saw a female wildebeest that looked really sick. Tiaki saw it too and began making his way towards that wildebeest. He watched her as she made her way towards him and the other lions. Unaware of any danger, the female wildebeest made her way towards a patch of grass and lied down. She didn’t even know that Tiaki was there.

“You’re mine!” Tiaki said and broke his cover. 

The female wildebeest saw Tiaki and began running off. She tried running away really fast, but her sickness was slowing her down. Tiaki and Kiara ran after the wildebeest until she passed Vitani, and they slowed to a walk. Vitani then broke her cover and jumped on the wildebeest. The female wildebeest kicked wildly but couldn’t get away. Vitani silenced her with a throat bite. The lionesses settled down to eat.

Tiaki and Kiara arrived with Mallie and Kovu for the feast. Mallie was now a year old and had grown a partial mane around his neck much like any young male lion would. The four other lions settled down to eat. There was enough meat for all members of the pride. Then Albi arrived unexpectedly to the lions. 

“Ahem. Your Majesty?” Albi said. 

“Albi, what are ya doing here?” Tiaki asked. 

“My clan is having problems with Bulina.”

“Why?”

“She keeps on wanting to hurt my grandson because of the things he says to her.”

“Well, tell her to stop.”

“Okay, but I have a feeling she is going to do something terrible.”

“Keep an eye on her because I have a feeling she was the hyena that tried to kill my daughters long before they died.”

“Why?”

“She has a missing forelimb and a missing eye as well.”

“Okay.”

Albi left the lions to their feasting. She headed back towards the east. Kiara and Kovu joined Tiaki’s side and wondered what was that all about. It seemed to be a small situation. 

“What was that all about?” Kiara asked. 

“Albi told me she was having problems with Bulina,” Tiaki said. 

“Why?”

“She told me that Bulina wants to hurt her grandson.”

“Do you mean Zuni?” Kovu asked.

“Yes, she may be the hyena that tried to kill Muyanya and Nyana long before they died because she has a missing forelimb and a missing eye.”

“Oh,” Kiara said. “Well, let’s get back to feasting.”

Tiaki, Kovu, and Kiara went back to feeding. They didn’t know what would happen next. The hyenas didn’t know what would happen either. 

One morning 3 days later, things had calmed down for the hyenas. However, there was still intense competition for food among the members of the clan. Also, Bulina was still causing some trouble for the hyenas, but she stayed clear out of Albi’s way whenever she came around. The drought was having its effects on everybody including Yukina and Zuni. 

In a meadow in the eastern Pride Lands, Zuni and Yukina were playing around with each other. They were now 13 ½ months old, and their black fur had almost vanished, revealing their black spots. They were born with entirely black fur that would vanish as they grew. This would reveal their spots. 

Zuni and Yukina jumped on each other and bit one another in a rough-and-tumble play. Some clouds were building overhead, and the young hyenas didn’t notice them. They were too busy playing. 

“I’m gonna get ya!” Yukina said. 

“Not if I get you first!” Zuni said. 

Then Yukina noticed some clouds building overhead. It seemed that there was going to be a rainstorm. 

“Hey, do you see those clouds, Zuni?” 

“Yeah.”

“I think it’s gonna rain.”

Suddenly, a lightning bolt flashed through the sky. It struck a tree and caught it on fire. The tree fell down in front of the young hyenas. Yukina and Zuni screamed and ran off for safety. The fire spreading fast through the meadow because of the winds. 

At the hyena den in a cave, most of the hyenas were asleep. Albi was feasting on a dead rabbit she had caught. Tyana was asleep near her. Then Zuni and Yukina came running towards Albi in panic and shock. 

“Mama! Grandma!” Zuni shouted. 

“What’s wrong, kids?” Albi asked.

“There’s a fire raging nearby!”

“Are you sure?”

“Yes, Grandma. It’s near Steep Hill Valley!”

“He’s just making it up!” Bulina said. 

“I am not!”

“Be quiet, Bulina!” Albi said. “Tyana, check it out.”

Tyana nodded and went up on a hill to see if Zuni was right. She could see the fire raging in Steep Hill Valley. Her son was definitely right. 

“I can see the fire signs from here! Zuni was right!” Tyana shouted. 

“I wasn’t making it up!” Zuni said to Bulina.

“Whatever,” Bulina muttered. 

“Steep Hill Valley? That’s close to here! We have to run!” the hyenas panicked. 

“Calm yourselves! My mother will lead us to safety!” Tyana said. 

“Yes, everybody, follow me! Children first,” Albi said. 

Zuni, Yukina, and 3 other young hyenas took the lead in front of the others. The hyenas chattered as they followed the young hyenas. They started heading towards the central Pride Lands, but they ran into some thick smoke. The smoke was so thick that none of the hyenas could see anything. They were trapped. 

At Pride Rock at that moment, Mallie was playing with a butterfly. He ran up to Pride Rock’s peak, stopped, and watched the butterfly fly away. Then Mallie looked to his right and saw smoke coming from the eastern Pride Lands. He realized there was a fire coming from the hyenas’ home and ran into the cave. 

“Mom, Tiaki, Kovu, Kiara! Wake up!” Mallie shouted and woke the lions up. 

“Oh, honey, it’s too early,” Vitani said. 

“But there’s a fire in the eastern Pride Lands!”

“What?!” Kiara shouted, ran up to Pride Rock’s peak, and saw the fire. “There is a fire raging!”

“The hyenas are in trouble!” Pumbaa said. 

“Would you forget about those stupid hyenas?!” Timon shouted. 

“Timon, they’re our friends!”

“Pumbaa’s right, Timon. We have to go help the hyenas get here!” Tiaki said. “Mom, Dad, Aunt Vitani, and Pumbaa, come with me. Timon, stay here and watch Mallie.”

“But...” Timon started. 

“That’s an order!”

Tiaki, Kovu, Kiara, Vitani, and Pumbaa ran towards the eastern Pride Lands to rescue the hyenas. They got there in a matter of minutes and found the hyenas trying to fight through the smoke. The group realized that the hyenas had suffered a lot of smoke inhalation. The hyenas needed fresh air. 

“Albi, are you all right?” Kiara asked. 

“I’m okay. The smoke is so thick,” Albi said. 

“I’ll lead you to safety and fresh air. Just keep your heads down while I’m doing that. It isn’t much further,” Tiaki said and began leading everyone to safety. 

The hyenas, Kovu, Kiara, Vitani, and Pumbaa followed Tiaki to fresh air and safety. They all kept their heads down to avoid the smoke. Within a few minutes, everyone was out of the smoke and into fresh air. The hyenas were all coughing hard, but they were going to be just fine. 

“Is everyone okay?” Tiaki asked. 

“Yes, Sire,” the hyenas said. 

“Come on. Let’s get back to Pride Rock.”

Tiaki led everybody back to Pride Rock. Kovu, Kiara, Pumbaa, Vitani, and the hyenas followed behind him willingly and with relief. The reason why everyone was relieved was that the hyenas were safe and sound. 

At Pride Rock, Timon was watching Mallie. He paced back and forth and wondered if Kovu, Kiara, Tiaki, Vitani, and Pumbaa. Then the four lions and warthog appeared with the hyenas. Timon was relieved. 

“Pumbaa, you’re safe!” Timon said. 

“Yeah, and so are the hyenas!” Pumbaa said. 

“Are you all okay?” Tiaki asked the hyenas. 

“Yeah, we’re okay,” Tyana said. 

“Good.”

“When can we return home?” Yukina asked. 

“Not for a long time, Yukina. Much of the eastern Pride Lands have been destroyed. It will take a really long time for the place to recover.”

“Oh, man,” Zuni said. 

“But you hyenas can stay in the central Pride Lands for now.”

“Really?!” Albi shouted. 

“Yes. You can find another home in a cave nearby Pride Rock.”

“Oh, thank you, Your Majesty!” 

“My pleasure.”

The hyenas cheered loudly because they could now make their home in the central Pride Lands. It seemed that things were going to get better and better for the lions and hyenas. 

Meanwhile, the fire had burned and destroyed 75% of the eastern Pride Lands before a downpour put out the fire. Much of the place had been turned into a wasteland after being burned so badly. It would be a long time before the hyenas would return here. The drought was going to take a turn for the worst as the days would come and go. 

Chapter 11: A Terrible Crime Committed

A week had passed since the hyenas fought through the fire that burned their home in the eastern Pride Lands. They had settled down happily in the central Pride Lands where there was plenty of food for everybody. The lions didn’t fear the hyenas at all. They were true friends with them. 

However, the hyenas’ problems with Bulina had risen. Bulina was constantly nagging at and picking on Zuni, Tyana’s son, whenever he said a word about something concerning the competition for food. Albi told Bulina to leave her grandson alone. Unfortunately, Bulina wouldn’t listen and continued picking on Zuni. It seemed that she was going to do something terrible to him. 

One morning in the savanna the week following the fire, Zuni was playing with a monarch butterfly. Despite that he was growing into a big, chubby adult hyena, Zuni was still incredibly playful with small things. He continued playing with the butterfly. 

“Come here, little one!” Zuni said jumping at the butterfly and missed, and the butterfly landed on a rock. “There! Now, I’ve got ya!”

Zuni jumped at the butterfly, but he ended up landing in a pile of rotting sticks and leaves. He spit out the leaves in disgust and grunted with frustration. Zuni lied down and closed his eyes. Then Bulina peeked out from behind a bush and whispered to get his attention. 

“PSST! Hey, Zuni!” Bulina said. 

“What do you want, Bulina?” Zuni asked. 

“Don’t be alarmed! I’ve got a surprise for you!”

“A surprise?! For me?!” 

“Yes, a big surprise!”

“OOH! Where is it?”

“It’s behind the Rolling Hills in the savanna.”

“Will you take me there?”

“Sure. Follow me.”

“Yeah! All right!”

Zuni followed Bulina for about a mile to the Rolling Hills in the savanna where they were alone in a patch of tall grass. He was anxious to get his so-called surprise in which he didn’t know what it was. Bulina was smiling evilly without him seeing her doing that.

“Where’s my surprise?!” Zuni asked anxiously. 

“I’ve got you right where I want you, you little troublemaker!” Bulina shouted. 

“What?!”

“You have been nothing but a pain in the butt to me! You are gonna pay the price now!”

“You betrayed our clan!”

Out of the tall grass came Bulina’s accomplices, Jadi and Cyane. They had helped Bulina set a trap in which to draw Zuni in by saying that there was a surprise for him. Zuni became frightened. 

“You led me into a trap!” Zuni yelled. 

“No, duh!” Cyane shouted. 

“You’re ours now!” Jadi said. 

“Let’s get ‘im!” Bulina said. 

Bulina, Jadi, and Cyane pursued Zuni. Zuni became really scared and took off running. However, Bulina, Jadi, and Cyane caught up to him before he could get far from them. Jadi and Cyane pinned Zuni to the ground. Bulina then opened up her jaws and grabbed Zuni’s throat. Zuni suffocated and died in a matter of seconds. Bulina let go of him and smiled evilly at his strangled body. 

“The troublemaker is dead,” Cyane said. 

“He sure is!” Jadi blurted out. 

“Let’s get outta here before anyone sees us,” Bulina said. 

Bulina, Jadi, and Cyane left Zuni’s mangled body to rot in the sun. They thought no one saw them scurry away. However, Vitani happened to be dragging a dead zebra foal from a successful hunt when she saw those 3 hyenas scurry away from something. Vitani put her kill down and went to go investigate the source of this something. She crept closer and closer to the site until she saw Zuni’s body lying very still in the grass. She was shocked and horrified by what she saw. 

“Oh, my goodness. Someone has killed Zuni, and I think I know who did it,” Vitani said growling and ran off to find Tiaki. 

Meanwhile, Tiaki and Kovu were asleep in the shade near a small water hole. Water was becoming more and more scarce in the Pride Lands, and competition for it was growing more severe. Tiaki and Kovu continued resting until Vitani came running up to them. 

“Kovu, Tiaki, wake up!” Vitani shouted.

“What is it?!” Kovu shouted grumpily. 

“Something terrible has happened.”

“What is it?” Tiaki said. 

“Zuni has been brutally killed.”

“By who?” 

“I think by Bulina.”

“What?!” Kovu shouted. 

“Are you sure, Aunt Vitani?” Tiaki asked. 

“I’m positive. I saw her and 2 other hyenas run away from something in the grass. When I went to investigate it, I found Zuni’s body totally mangled,” Vitani said. 

“What about the other 2 hyenas that were with her?”

“I think their names are Jadi and Cyane.”

“This can’t be happening. I thought the hyenas would never do this to their own kind.”

“Obviously, they did. The hyenas will do it again if they wanted to,” Pumbaa said walking up to the three lions with Timon behind him. 

“Yeah, I think it was better that Zuni was dead because he was a pain in the neck to me as well!” Timon said rudely. 

“That is a selfish thing to say, Timon! Zuni was never a troublemaker or a pain in the neck at all! He was a sweet, lovable young hyena that loved life and his family! Don’t you dare say he was a pain in the neck!” Kovu yelled. 

“Jeez, you don’t have to be all over me!”

“Should we tell Albi and Tyana about this?” Vitani asked Tiaki. 

“No, it will tear them apart. I think they will find out themselves,” Tiaki said. 

A little bit later at a cave nearby Pride Rock, the hyenas were taking a nap in the midday sun. Albi was feeding on a zebra leg while Tyana was asleep nearby her mother. Yukina was pulling on a bone from the remains of a pheasant that had been killed long ago. Tyana began waking up and saw a horde of vultures flying over an object in the distance. She wondered if Albi had sent the clan out for a hunt earlier on. 

“Mom, did you send the hyenas out for a hunt today?” Tyana asked. 

“No, honey, I didn’t. Why?” Albi said. 

“Vultures are flying over something in the distance.”

“Why don’t you go check it out.” 

“Okay.”

Tyana went off to see what the vultures were flying over. She approached with calmness and ease because she knew there were jackals on the prowl today. She came closer and closer to the object, and then she saw it. Tyana saw the mangled lifeless body of her son, Zuni. She became terrified and horrified by what she saw. 

“Oh, no. Zuni! This can’t be happening to me!” Tyana said with tears welling up in her eyes. “NOOOOOOOOOO!!!!!!”

Albi heard Tyana’s screams and ran to her to see what was wrong with her. Yukina, Frunina, Basi, and the rest of the hyena clan ran after her. They all saw Tyana crying and sobbing her heart out over the loss of Zuni. 

“Tyana, what’s wrong?” Albi asked. 

“Zuni was brutally killed by a hyena,” Tyana said sobbing. 

“Why do you say that, honey?” Basi asked. 

“Look at the teeth marks. Those aren’t from a lion.”

“Or a leopard or a cheetah. They are the ones of a hyena.”

“Who could commit such a terrible crime?” 

“Only someone so heartless could do that!” Yukina said. 

“I’ll call a meeting tonight to find out who did this. Come,” Albi said. 

The hyenas left Zuni’s body in peace. They couldn’t ease Tyana and Basi’s suffering over the loss of their only son. All they had left was their daughter, Yukina. 

That night, Albi called up a meeting to a rock nearby an acacia tree. The hyenas were all gathered there. The group included Bulina, Jadi, and Cyane. Albi was going to find out which of the hyenas killed Zuni. 

“Now, a lot of you are wondering why I called this meeting,” Albi said. “My grandson, Zuni, was brutally killed today, and one of you hyenas did it.”

“What do you mean?” Jadi asked. 

“The teeth marks that I found on Zuni’s neck didn’t belong to a lion or any big cat at all. They belonged to a hyena,” Tyana said. 

“One of you hyenas brutally killed him, and whoever is responsible for his death will be sentenced to death for doing so!” Albi said. “Who did it?”

The hyenas stayed quiet, but Bulina, Cyane, and Jadi were muttering under their breaths. Tyana saw them do that and decided to make them speak. 

“Bulina, Cyane, Jadi!” Tyana shouted, and the three hyenas got quiet. “Tell us the truth. Where were you three today while we were all taking a nap?”

“We were with you all!” Bulina said looking away. 

“You’re not looking at me, Bulina! You are lying to me!”

“No, she isn’t!” Cyane shouted. 

“Quiet! Since you are lying to me, Bulina, I have found you, Jadi, and Cyane guilty of killing Zuni!”

“Where’s your proof?” Bulina sneered. 

“The leader’s daughter is not lying,” Vitani said approaching the hyenas. 

“Vitani!” the hyenas shouted. 

“Are you sure, Vitani?” Tyana asked. 

“I’m positive. I saw them running away from Zuni’s body this morning while I was dragging a kill that I made during a successful hunt that I went on alone,” Vitani said. 

“Then it’s true. You three did kill my son. For his murder, your sentence is death!” 

Bulina, Cyane, and Jadi all gasped and were taken away by 4 lionesses that came with Vitani when she had to tell them that Tyana wasn’t lying to them. Their sentence of death would be carried out tomorrow morning. 

At sunrise the next morning, Tyana was sitting on a rock with Albi at her side. 2 rows of hyenas and lions were sitting down on the ground. They were going to watch Bulina, Jadi, and Cyane’s death sentence be carried out for the senseless murder of Tyana’s young son, Zuni. 

“Bring the accused hyenas forward,” Tyana said as 3 lionesses brought forward Bulina, Cyane, and Jadi. She looked at them with anger. “Anything to say before your sentence is carried out?”

“Nope,” Bulina said. 

“Uh-unh,” Jadi said. 

“No way,” Cyane sneered. 

“All right. Frunina, Basi, and Yukina, you three may have the honors of carrying out these hyenas’ death sentence,” Tyana said. “Start running, you three.”

Bulina, Cyane, and Jadi took off running away from Frunina, Basi, and Yukina. Frunina, Basi, and Yukina ran after them to carry out their death sentence. A few minutes later, they returned with bloodstained mouths. Justice was done, and Zuni could finally rest in peace. 

“Now, justice has been done,” Tyana said. 

“You will one day make a great leader, Tyana,” Vitani said. “You have the qualities of being a leader.”

“Thank you. I’ll remember that.”

The hyenas and lions all went home to rest for the remainder of the day. No one would ever forget Zuni’s lovable heart. 

Chapter 12: Vitani’s Terrible Death

At least 8 months after Zuni’s horrible and senseless death, the lions and hyenas had all gone on with their lives. The Pride Lands were drying up more and more with each passing day, week, and month. Competition for food among both the herbivores and carnivores was growing more and more intense. Little by little, the herds were beginning to move to greener lands, and the carnivores began to starve at many instants. 

Among the lions, competition for food was not that bad. Usually, most of the kills the lions made were large enough to feed everybody. However, with the hyenas, competition was more severe. Since there were so many mouths to feed in the clan, a good number of hyenas would go hungry because of the limits of the kills the hyenas made. 

One morning in the savanna, the lions were on the prowl for food once again. A herd of elands was a good choice for picking out a quarry to chase down and kill. As usual, Vitani led the way to the hunt. 10 lionesses went around the eland herd to set up an ambush. About 8 lionesses of which included Kiara, Sorshi, Diane, Rebbie, and Anisa lied down in the grass. Mallie was watching the hunt from a nearby bush. He was now 20 months old, and his mane had grown quite a bit since his first birthday. Even though he was getting big and strong, Mallie was still inexperienced at hunting and wasn’t going to participate in this one. 

Vitani and Kiara sneaked towards the eland herd and were being careful not to snap any sticks to alert the elands that there was danger in the area. 2 other lionesses crept towards the elands. The elands were grazing peacefully on a patch of dry grass. One eland was scratching her back with her horns while another licked his hind legs to keep moisture from escaping his body. 

Kiara sneaked closer towards the elands with Vitani right behind her. The other 6 lionesses moved in closer as well. The elands moved away to feast on some grass nearby the ambushing lionesses. They were unaware of any danger at the moment. In the grass, the lionesses were getting ready to make their move. 

“Come on, you eland,” Kiara said as an eland came close to her unaware of any danger. “There! You’re mine!”

“Now!” Vitani shouted and broke her cover. 

All 8 lionesses broke their cover and chased after the male eland. The male eland looked up, saw the lionesses coming after him, and took off. He made bleating noises to alert the other elands of danger in the area. The eland herd took off for cover. Kiara and Vitani ran after the male eland and were right on his heels when the ten hidden lionesses ambushed him. 

2 lionesses bit the eland’s hind legs, and blood filled their mouths. Kiara and 3 other lionesses jumped on his back and bit into his spinal column. Vitani grabbed his head and tried to bite his throat. However, the eland ducked down and viciously stabbed Vitani in the stomach. Vitani screamed out in pain. Then the eland just threw her over his head as hard as he could before he collapsed to the ground from loss of blood. Vitani went flying really high into the air and smashed her head into a rock. She had been fatally wounded. The eland had died from loss of blood. The lionesses settled down to eat, but Kiara ran over to Vitani’s side. Mallie had seen the whole thing happen and ran to see if his mother was okay. 

“Vitani, are you okay?” Kiara asked. 

“I’m fine, Kiara. I have just a small headache,” Vitani said getting up weakly and walking a few paces before collapsing. 

“Mom!” Mallie said running to his mother’s side with tears in his eyes. “Don’t leave me. Please, don’t leave me!”

“Mallie, do you remember your father and your sisters?”

“Not very much, but I do know that my father gave his life to save mine.”

“The reason why he gave his life up to save yours is because you are destined to be the next king of the Pride Lands.”

“Why didn’t you ever tell me?” 

“I didn’t think you would accept the responsibility to take Tiaki’s place as the new king in the future.”

“I accept it, Mom.”

“Kiara.”

“Yes, Vitani?” Kiara said with tears welling up in her eyes.

“Tell Kovu that I love him with all my heart and that I will always be with him. Promise me?”

“I promise.”

“I love you both very much, and I’ll always be with you.”

With that, the last breath escaped Vitani’s body. Vitani’s head fell never to rise again. Mallie let his tears flow free down his cheeks, and they splashed onto his mother’s face. Kiara cried as well. Then she and Mallie left Vitani’s body in peace and went to go tell Tiaki the sad news of her death. 

At Pride Rock, Tiaki was walking out of the den into the warm sunshine. He went up to its peak and looked over the Pride Lands. He saw that much of the grass had dried up in the hot sun. Many water holes still remained, but they were drying up fast. Tiaki sighed and headed back down the slanted rock only to see Mallie and Kiara running up to him. 

“Hey, what’s wrong?” Tiaki asked. 

“Vitani is dead, honey,” Kiara said. 

“How did it happen?!” Kovu shouted running out of the cave when he heard Kiara say that his sister was dead. 

“We were trying to bring down an eland for breakfast when Vitani grabbed his head in order to give him a throat bite. The eland ducked down, stabbed Vitani in the stomach, and threw her over his head. She hit her head on a rock really hard. Vitani died right in front of our eyes, but she spoke of Mallie’s sisters and his father.”

“You mean Mallie’s sisters, Anita and Aniva, and his father, Waka?” Tiaki said. 

“I remember them,” Kovu said. “They were all brutally slaughtered by Mallie’s grandfather, Miaka.”

“Vitani said that the reason why Waka gave his life up to save Mallie’s was that Mallie was destined to become the next king of the Pride Lands,” Kiara said. 

“Why didn’t Vitani ever say this to us?” Tiaki asked. 

“She didn’t know how you or Mallie would take it. She wanted to keep it a secret until she was ready to tell everyone. Mallie has accepted the responsibility to be the next king, Tiaki. Will you train him and teach him the ways of being a good king?”

“Um...”

“Please, son. Vitani wants us to make her proud of her only son.”

“Okay, Mom, I’ll do it.”

“Oh, thank you!” 

“No problem, Mom. I’ll do anything for Mallie. He’s like a son to me.”

“Kovu, Vitani wanted me to tell you that she loved you with all her heart and that she would always be with you.”

“Thank you, Kiara. I feel much better now,” Kovu said. 

“Come on. I race you to the acacia trees!”

“You’re on!”

“On your mark. Get set. Go!”

Kovu and Kiara raced off towards the acacia trees. They laughed and squealed with glee as they had done when they were younger. True, Vitani would be proud of them helping Mallie become a great king for the future. However, it was going to be a long and difficult journey for Mallie because there would be many obstacles to overcome and conquer. 

Chapter 13: A Strong Bond

The years passed, and Muyanya became a fully-grown adult white lioness. She was incredibly beautiful and strong as an adult and was learning more about being queen of the Masai Mara Pride with each passing day. Her adoptive parents, Miaki and Monisa, watched her grow and grow more and more over the years. She would one day make a good queen for their home and pride. 

One day in the central Masai Mara, Monisa and Muyanya were walking through the green grass of their home. Muyanya was now 4 years old and was becoming a very strong white lioness. Since she was a cub, she and Monisa had been taking walks through the Masai Mara on beautiful days like this one. Their bond had grown strong and unbreakable. 

In the grassy pasture, herds of wildebeests, gazelles, zebras, and other antelope were grazing on the green grass. The rainy season had brought the grass back to life for the herbivores. This meant there was plenty of food for the carnivores. The sights and sounds of the animals awed Muyanya. 

“Wow! This is so neat!” Muyanya said excited. 

“You just love the sights and sounds of the animals, do ya?” Monisa said. 

“Yeah, I do, Mom.”

“You will make a great queen for our pride and home in the future.”

“I guess I will, won’t I?”

“You will.”

“Will it be hard?”

“Yes, it will be hard, Muyanya. You’ll have to make hard decisions that may affect your friends who don’t agree with them. You’ll also have to keep intruders out of our homeland unless they wish to speak with you or any of your other pride members. It is a very important responsibility that you have to take wisely and never for granted. If you take it for granted, the...”

“Great Circle of Life will be broken. I know that now, Mom. We must also accept what it hands down for us, right?”

“Yes. You must remember, Muyanya, that we are one.”

“We are one?”

“Yes, we are one in heart, soul, and spirit.”

MONISA

As you go through life, you’ll see

There’s so much that we don’t understand

And the only thing we know is things don’t always go

The way we planned

But you’ll see everyday

That we’ll never turn away

When it seems all your dreams come undone

We’ll stand by your side

Filled with hope and filled with pride

We are more than we are

We are one

CHORUS

One, one, one

(Chorus chants in Swahili)

We are one

We are one

MUYANYA

If there’s so much I must be

Can I still just be me

The way I am?

Can I trust in my own heart

Or am I just one part

Of some big plan?

MONISA

Even those who are gone

Are with us as we go on

Your journey has only begun

Tears of pain, tears of joy

One thing nothing can destroy

Is our pride deep inside

We are one

CHORUS

One, one, one

(Chorus chants in Swahili)

We are one 

We are one

MONISA

We are one, you and I

We are like the earth and sky

One family under the sun

All the wisdom to lead

All the courage that you need

You will find when you see

We are one!

CHORUS

One, one, one

(Chorus chants in Swahili until fade)

“As long as you are my daughter, we will always be one,” Monisa said to Muyanya. 

“Really?” Muyanya said. 

“Mm-hmm. Let’s go home.”

“Okay.”

Monisa and Muyanya walked off towards the den to rest for the remainder of the day. The antelope stotted through the Masai Mara while the cheetahs drank from a water hole nearby the Masai Mara Pride’s den. 

Chapter 14: The Shadowland

In the four years since Ngwazi, Nyana, and Muyanya all died, the Pride Lands had once again been reduced to nothing but a barren wasteland. There were almost no herds in sight except for a few Cape buffaloes, elephants, and hippos. All the other animals had left for other lands unknown to find more food and water. This left very little food for the lions and hyenas, and the competition for it was very severe. There was often dangerous fighting among the hyenas for the food that left, and that resulted in 10 hyenas of which included Albi’s son, Frunina, starving to death. The lions fought over the remaining food as well but not as much as the hyenas did. 

One incredibly hot afternoon on the barren savanna, the lions were out on a hunt for food. The hyenas followed them because they were hungry too. None of the lions or hyenas had anything to eat in more than 3 weeks and desperately needed to get food into their bodies. 

Kiara let the way towards a muddy water hole with the lionesses following her. They and the hyenas kept on walking to the muddy water hole until they found a dead hippo in it. This hippo had recently died a few hours ago after becoming entrapped in the mud. He couldn’t escape the water hole and had died as a result. The hyenas couldn’t wait to start eat.

“Man, I’m hungry!” one of the hyenas said. 

“All right. Let’s eat!” Kiara said grinding her teeth into the hippo’s hide. 

The lions and hyenas all dug into the carcass. There was enough meat for everybody. However, Mallie, Basi, Albi, Tyana, and Yukina were not eating. They were hungry, but they were going to wait to eat later. Mallie had grown into a fully-grown male lion almost identical to Simba only with a darker mane and pelt. Albi, Basi, Tyana, and Yukina felt that the other members of their clan should get food not them because many of the hyenas had gone hungry too much. 

“I sometimes feel that it’s Tiaki’s fault that we are going hungry so much,” Tyana said. 

“Me too. We shouldn’t be here. We should be someplace where there is plenty of food for everyone,” Basi said looking at his stomach that had sunk in a lot and his ribs that were showing. 

“But Tiaki stubbornly refuses to take everybody to a new home to find more food,” Albi said. 

“Maybe if we have a talk with him, we could convince him to take all of us to a new home,” Mallie said. 

“Let’s go!”

Yukina, Basi, Tyana, Albi, and Mallie ran off towards Pride Rock to try and convince Tiaki to leave the Pride Lands and take everyone to a new home. 

At Pride Rock, Tiaki was pacing back and forth. He was waiting for his mother, Kiara, to bring him back some meat from this afternoon’s hunt. Then Albi, Tyana, Basi, Yukina, and Mallie arrived at the great rock formation to talk to Tiaki at that very moment. 

“Hey, Sire!” Tyana shouted. 

“What do you all want this time?!” Tiaki shouted. 

“We need to talk to you!”

“I’ll handle this, Tyana. Tiaki, you have gotta understand. There’s no more food or water, and we are basically starving to death!” Albi said. 

“What does this have to do with anything?” Tiaki asked. 

“We must leave the Pride Lands to find a new home!” Mallie yelled. 

“We are not going anywhere!” 

“Sir, the pride and the hyenas are starving to death and dying of dehydration! They need more food and water!” Basi said. “I’ve gotten really thin over the past year because I haven’t eaten much!” 

“You need to start thinking of your loved ones rather than your own well-being!” Yukina said. 

“I am!” Tiaki said rudely. 

“Then start showing it! You have been this way since your wife and daughters died!” Mallie shouted. 

“Don’t you ever speak of my wife and my daughters ever again or you will be exiled out of the Pride Lands!” 

Tiaki raised his paw with his claws extended all the way. He swiped them over Mallie’s left eye really hard. Kovu came out of the cave and saw the whole thing happen in front of his eyes. Mallie screamed out in pain and looked at Tiaki angrily. Tiaki’s claws had left 2 vertical scars across Mallie’s left eye. Mallie growled at him, but he turned and left. The hyenas went with him. Kovu ran up to Tiaki and looked at him angrily. 

“Tiaki, why did you do that?” Kovu shouted. 

“He mentioned my wife and my daughters in my presence. He had to pay the price,” Tiaki said. 

“That was no reason with what you did!” 

“Leave me alone, Dad.”

“You should think of others more than you do yourself. When Muyanya was alive, that is all you ever thought about was yourself.”

“What do you mean?”

“All you ever cared about was ruling your kingdom. You never spent much time with your daughters although you loved them very much. You just never paid much attention to them. Now that they are dead, what do you have now?” 

“I don’t have anything left. Ever since they died, I have been depressed.”

“You just need some rest.”

“Okay. First thing tomorrow, we’ll leave the Pride Lands to find more food.”

Kovu and Tiaki went into the cave to settle down to rest for the remainder of the day and into the night. Tiaki had to think about what to do next in the morning. 

By nightfall, Mallie was walking across the Pride Lands. He looked at his once beautiful home and cried. He knew he had to go find help from someplace far from the Pride Lands and continued walking. The lions and hyenas were walking with him towards the eastern border of their home. 

“I will find my way and my destiny. Simba will guide me to my destiny. I know he will,” Mallie cried and walked on. 

CHORUS

Fatshe leso lea halalela


This land of our ancestors is holy

Fatshe leso lea halalela

MALLIE

Shadowland

The leaves have fallen

This shadowed land

This was our home

The river’s dry

The ground has broken

So I must go

Now I must go

And where the journey may lead me

Let your prayers be my guide

I cannot stay here, my family

But I’ll remember my pride

CHORUS




MALLIE

Prideland 




I have no choice

My land 




I will find my way

Tear-stained




Lea halalela

Dry land

Take this




Take this prayer

With you




What lies out there

Fatshe leso




Lea halalela 

CHORUS

And where the journey may lead you

Let this prayer be your guide

Though it may take you so far away

Always remember your pride

CHORUS




RAFIKI

Fatshe leso lea halalela


(Chant)

Fatshe leso lea halalela

MALLIE

Fatshe leso lea halalela

CHORUS/MALLIE

And where the journey may lead you

Let this prayer be your guide

Though it may take you so far away

Always remember your pride

CHORUS





MALLIE

And where the journey may lead you

Giza buyabo, giza buyabo

Let this prayer be your guide


I will return, I will return








Beso bo

Though it may take you so far away

Giza buyabo. I will return

Always remember your pride


Giza buyabo, oh giza buyabo

MALLIE

Beso bo, my people, beso bo

Mallie looked back at his family and friends and walked away from them. He crossed the eastern border and walked on towards the southeast. He would indeed wander far away from his home in search of help. From above, Simba’s spirit was watching him walk away from the Pride Lands. 

“Follow your heart, Mallie. Let your heart guide you to your destiny and the only hope for the Pride Lands,” Simba said. “I will guide you on your journey.”

Simba’s image faded from the clouds, and the stars returned to their natural splendor. One star shined brighter than the others did. That star had Simba’s spirit. The star would guide Mallie on his long and difficult journey. 

Chapter 15: An Endless Night of Sorrow

At the same time in the darkness of the night, the lions of the Masai Mara Pride were sleeping peacefully in their den. The animals of the Masai Mara were asleep as well. It was a peaceful for night for everyone except the future queen of the Masai Mara Pride, Muyanya. 

Muyanya was having dreams of her memories again, but this time, they weren’t showing the memories of the wildebeest stampede. They were showing the fun times she had with Mallie, Nyana, Yukina, and Zuni and the time her mother, Ngwazi, told her about Simba’s story. 

The first dream showed one of the times Muyanya had fun with Nyana, Zuni, and Yukina while she was still a cub. It was a beautiful dream. 

“Come back here so that I can practice my hunting skills on ya!” Nyana shouted at Zuni who ran away from her after being pounced on. 

“You’ll have to be faster than that to catch me!” Zuni yelled while running before he was pounced on by Muyanya. 

“You will never be that fast!” Muyanya said before Yukina ran in and knocked her over. 

“Neither will you!” Yukina shouted and ran off. 

“Come back here!”

“Nah, nah, nah, nah! You can’t catch me!”

“You wanna bet?!” Nyana shouted and ran after Yukina. 

The first dream faded from Muyanya’s mind. Another dream, which showed Ngwazi telling Muyanya Simba’s story, began as fast as the first one ended. This one was absolutely and incredibly beautiful. 

“Mama, what are you doing?” Muyanya asked. 

“I’m just looking at the stars, honey,” Ngwazi said. 

“Why?”

“I’m just wondering about the great kings of the past. They look down on us from those stars.”

“Really?”

“You see that star?”

“Yeah.”

“That star contains the spirit of your great-grandfather, Simba.”

“Would you tell me his story?”

“Long ago, young Simba had lost his father, Mufasa. He was exiled out of the Pride Lands by Scar. Simba crossed a large desert and passed out from dehydration and hunger. A meerkat named Timon and a warthog named Pumbaa discovered him unconscious and took him to their home. Simba learned their motto, Hakuna Matata, which meant no worries. He grew up with them and forgot about his royal responsibility. However, a familiar face would come back into his life.”

“What happened then?”

“Well, Nala was hunting in the jungle one day and ran into Simba after all those years apart. Simba and Nala then fell in love. Nala tried convincing Simba to return to the Pride Lands, but Simba said that he couldn’t. Then he ran into Rafiki who showed him that his father, Mufasa, was alive in his heart. Mufasa gave Simba words of wisdom and told him to return to the Pride Lands. Simba eventually went back to the Pride Lands and faced Scar to take them back. He fought him and reclaimed the Pride Lands. Simba took his place as king, and the Pride Lands recovered.”

“What happened to him then?”

“In the years that came, Simba continued striving to keep the Pride Lands at peace. The Pride Landers formed a rivalry with the Outlanders. Only Kovu and Kiara were able to convince Simba that the rivalry and years of pain had to end. Simba declared peace between the prides of lions. Unfortunately, his life came to a tragic end years later. When Kovu was in terrible trouble with the hyenas, Simba came to his rescue, but he was brutally killed by the hyenas as a result.”

“I can’t believe that happened to Simba.”

“However, Muyanya, he still lives within us and watches us from that bright star. He lives in you as he does in me.” 

The second dream faded as well, and another one began. This one showed the time that Mallie and Muyanya pounced on each other to see who would be the better hunter of the two. 

“I bet I’ll make a great hunter someday!” Mallie shouted. 

Muyanya pounced on Mallie really hard. She laughed at him like crazy. Mallie was disgusted.

“Not if I make my first kill before you do!” Muyanya shouted. 

“In your dreams, Muyanya!”

Mallie pounced on Muyanya really fast. Muyanya just flipped him over and pinned him again. Then Nyana pounced on her sister. The cubs all squealed with glee and took off running.

The third and final dream faded from Muyanya’s mind. Muyanya woke up with a start. She was shaking a little bit, but she got up and went outside. Muyanya knew that her real memories were coming back to her, but she was so confused and alone that she didn’t know what to do. She looked up at the stars sadly to see that one shined brighter than most of the others. The winds picked up a bit and blew the leaves around. Then there was a beautiful hum in the air. 

(Chorus hums)

MUYANYA

Where has the starlight gone?

Dark is the day

How can I find my way home?

Home is an empty dream

Lost to the night

Mother, I feel so alone

You promised you’d be there

Whenever I needed you

Whenever I call your name

You’re not anywhere

I’m trying to hold on

Just waiting to hear your voice

One word, just a word will do

To end this nightmare

When will the dawning break

Oh endless night

Sleepless I dream of the day

When you were by my side

Guiding my path

Mother, I can’t find the way

You promised you’d be there

Whenever I needed you

Whenever I call your name

You’re not anywhere

I’m trying to hold on

Just waiting to hear your voice

One word, just a word will do

To end this nightmare

CHORUS

I know that the night must end

And the sun will rise

And the sun will rise

I know that clouds must clear

And that the sun will shine

And that the sun will shine

CHORUS/MUYANYA

I know that the night must end

And the sun will rise

And the sun will rise

I know that clouds must clear

And that the sun will shine

And that the sun will shine

(Repeat to end)

MUYANYA

I know

Yes, I know

The sun will rise

Yes, I know

I know

The clouds must clear

I know that the night must end

I know that the sun will rise

And I’ll hear your voice deep inside

I know that the night must end

And that the clouds must clear

The sun 

The sun will rise

The sun

The sun will rise!

Muyanya smiled for the first time in years after realizing that her true dreams could once again come true. Somewhere from very far away, several forgotten faces would show up again in her life. 

Chapter 16: The Discovery

Before dawn the next morning, Timon and Pumbaa were already awake. These two were hungry and wanted something to eat big time. They rubbed their eyes and looked around the cave. They saw that Mallie was missing. Timon and Pumbaa became a little confused to where Mallie might be. 

“Timon, where’s Mallie?” Pumbaa questioned. 

“I don’t know. He was in the savanna yesterday,” Timon said. 

“Where do ya think he went?” 

“I’m not sure, but he could be anywhere.”

“I think we better go look for him.”

“Good idea. Let’s go!”

“Uh, shouldn’t we wake Tiaki?”

“No way! He gets really grumpy when someone wakes him up.”

“Oh, okay.”

“Let’s go find Mallie!”

Timon and Pumbaa ran out of the cave to try and find Mallie. They were not sure where he went, but they were going to try following his scent to where he might recently have been. 

At sunrise, the hyenas began arriving at the cave at Pride Rock. Tiaki woke up and began waking up the rest of the pride to get ready to leave the Pride Lands to find more food and water. The lions all stretched and yawned to get rid of the extra sleep on their bodies. Most of them were well rested. Tiaki then cleared his throat. 

“Is everyone rested and ready to go?” Tiaki asked. 

“Yes, Sire. We’re ready to go,” the lions and hyenas said. 

“Uh, just one question, Sire,” Eli said. 

“Yes, Eli?” Tiaki said. 

“Where are Mallie, Timon, and Pumbaa?”

“What?! Those three are gone?”

“Don’t panic, Tiaki,” Tyana said. “Mallie told us that he was going to try and find some help last night.”

“He did?”

“Yes, he did.”

“Did he tell you where he was going to go?”

“No, but he told us that he was going to go far away someplace to get help.”

“I have a feeling Timon and Pumbaa went to look for him. Maybe they’ll find some help too.”

“What can we do?” Yukina said. 

“We can only wait for Mallie’s return.”

The lions and hyenas could only hope for the best that Mallie could find some help someplace that his heart was guiding him to. 

3 days later, Mallie arrived in the mists of a grassy valley. His heart had guided him to the Masai Mara. Something told him that there was hope here for the Pride Lands. He walked around to see if he could find something. He didn’t see Timon and Pumbaa coming up behind him. 

“Hmm. I wonder if there’s someone here could help us,” Mallie said to himself and walked on. 

Timon and Pumbaa continued sneaking up behind Mallie. They continued doing that until they bumped into him. Mallie saw Timon and Pumbaa and began screaming. Timon and Pumbaa screamed too. The screams were so loud that the animals ran off in fear of it. The group finally stopped screaming. 

“Are you two trying to give me a heart attack?!” Mallie shouted. 

“Sorry!” Pumbaa said. 

“We didn’t mean to,” Timon said. “So, where are we?”

“I think we’re in the Masai Mara part of the Serengeti Plain,” Mallie said. “It is about 100 miles southeast of the Pride Lands. My heart tells me that there is someone here that can help us.”

“Really?”

There was a rustle of branches nearby. Mallie ran to see what it was with Timon and Pumbaa following him. He saw a large tree with lots of flowers growing on it and looked up in the light-colored branches to see a large white lioness with green eyes looking down at a herd of impala. Mallie saw that the lioness looked familiar. That lioness was Muyanya, and she was hunting for food. Since the branches were light in color, they were perfect camouflage for her. 

The impalas walked by and didn’t notice Muyanya in the tree. Muyanya chose a perfect target right below her. She jumped out of the tree and grabbed a young male impala. The other impalas were startled by Muyanya’s sudden appearance and ran off. However, they ran right into a trap when Sarabi (II), Monisa, and 3 other lionesses ambushed them in a flash. 5 impalas were killed in an instant. 

Monisa and her pride mates settled down to eat their big feast. Muyanya feasted nearby. Then a full-grown Giani joined her best friend for the feast. She began eating heartily. Oronco, a male leopard, jumped on Giani and startled her. Giani growled at Oronco and ran after him. Oronco raspberried at her and ran off. Muyanya just continued feasting on her kill. 

In the bushes, Mallie, Timon, and Pumbaa watched Muyanya feast on her kill. Mallie seemed to recognize her, but Timon and Pumbaa didn’t at all. 

“Who is that lioness?” Pumbaa asked. 

“That’s Muyanya,” Mallie said. 

“Muyanya?! Tiaki said that she died in the wildebeest stampede that killed her mother and sister.”

“Obviously, she survived and found a home here.”

“How do ya know it’s her?”

“Simple. She has green eyes and pure white fur.”

“Oh,” Timon said. “Let’s call her over here!”

“Okay,” Pumbaa said. “PSST! Hey, Muyanya!”

Muyanya looked up and saw Mallie, Timon, and Pumbaa. However, she didn’t know who they were anymore, so she began growling at them and advanced towards the group. Mallie, Timon, and Pumbaa became frightened and backed up. 

“I don’t think she recognizes us!” Mallie said. 

“Muyanya, calm down! It’s us! Timon and Pumbaa!” Timon said in a begging voice, but Muyanya growled at him. 

“I don’t know any of you! You are nothing but intruders to the Masai Mara!” Muyanya said growling. 

“Muyanya, don’t do this!” Pumbaa said. 

Muyanya roared at Timon, Pumbaa, and Mallie. The trio just took off for the boundaries of the Masai Mara. Muyanya chased after them. Monisa saw her adopted daughter chase after the intruders and joined in on the chase. The two lionesses ran after the intruders. Timon, Pumbaa, and Mallie ran as fast as they could to get away from Muyanya and Monisa. They continued running until they passed the boundaries of the Masai Mara. Muyanya and Monisa stopped where they were because they knew the intruders were out of their territory. 

Mallie, Timon, and Pumbaa stopped to rest. They were safe, but they were surprised Muyanya saw them as strangers instead of friends. It seemed that she had changed during the time she had been away from her real home in the Pride Lands. Muyanya knew them when she was a cub. However, she had been living in Masai Mara all that time and saw Timon, Pumbaa, and Mallie as strangers. 

“I can’t believe Muyanya didn’t know us!” Timon said. 

“She did when she was a cub!” Pumbaa said.

“But that was a long time ago. She has being living in the Masai Mara for a few years now, so she doesn’t see us as friends but as strangers,” Mallie said. 

“We better tell Tiaki about this discovery,” Timon said. 

“We better do that now.”

Mallie, Timon, and Pumbaa began walking back towards the Pride Lands to tell Tiaki that Muyanya was still alive. This was getting pretty weird for them since Muyanya had been gone for so long. 

2 days later, Mallie, Timon, and Pumbaa arrived in the Pride Lands. They immediately went to go find Tiaki who was at Pride Rock waiting for them to return. 

At Pride Rock, Tiaki was pacing back and forth while waiting for Mallie, Timon, and Pumbaa to arrive. Then the trio appeared right in front of him. Tiaki was relieved that the group had made it back safe and sound. He wanted to know what they found. 

“Mallie, Timon, Pumbaa!” Tiaki said. 

“We’re back!” Mallie shouted. 

“What did you find?”

“Well, we went to the Masai Mara and found out that Muyanya was still alive!”

“Muyanya is alive?! How?!”

“She must’ve survived the wildebeest stampede that killed Ngwazi and Nyana!” Pumbaa said. “She has been living in the Masai Mara ever since. We tried calling her over to us, but she reacted like we were strangers and chased out of there!”

“Some lions may have taken her under their wing and raised her. That is why she doesn’t know you anymore. We are gonna get her back!”

“We are?” Mallie said. 

“Yes, we are. Listen up, everyone! We are going to journey to the Masai Mara to get my daughter, Muyanya, back.”

“Muyanya’s alive?!” Yukina shouted. “How?!” 

“She must’ve survived the wildebeest stampede that killed her mother and sister!” Tyana said. 

“That’s right, Tyana. Come on! We have a long journey ahead of us,” Tiaki said. 

The lions and hyenas followed Tiaki on the journey towards the Masai Mara where Muyanya was living with Miaki and Monisa, the rulers of the Masai Mara Pride. Timon and Pumbaa went with them as well as Eli. Tiaki was going to find a way to get his long-lost daughter, Muyanya, back, but it would not be easy since Muyanya had been living with the Masai Mara Pride for so long. 

Chapter 17: Reunion of Blood

5 days later, the Pride Land lions and hyenas arrived in the Masai Mara. They all had to be careful not to startle any Masai Mara lions that might be hunting in this place and that might see them. Tiaki had everyone keep his or her heads low in order to avoid being spotted. The lions and hyenas continued on until they spotted Muyanya feeding on a young Nile crocodile she had caught from the Mara River. The hyenas were eager to see her again. 

“Let’s go get her!” Yukina said eagerly. 

“We can’t, Yukina. We’ll startle her and make her mad because she won’t see us as her friends or family members but as strangers,” Kiara said. 

“Mom’s right, Yukina. Muyanya will be angry if she sees us because she knows the creatures of the Masai Mara but not us,” Tiaki said.

“How are we gonna catch her?” Timon asked. 

“I’ve got a plan that will work at night. Come on.”

Tiaki led the others out of view from Muyanya. He explained his plan to get his daughter back from Miaki and Monisa who weren’t going to give her up without a fight. 

In the darkness of the night, things were quiet. Muyanya was digging into a warthog hole where there were 4-week-old piglets trying to hide from her. Their mother had obviously gone out looking for food to give them more milk and left them behind. Muyanya dug deeper and deeper into the hole until she grabbed a piglet out of the burrow. The little baby warthog squealed but was silenced in a second. 

Muyanya settled down to feast on this successful kill she had made. What she didn’t know that behind her in a clump of bushes were Mallie, Timon, Pumbaa, and Tyana. These guys were going to try to capture Muyanya without having her alert anyone to come to her aid. 

“There she is,” Mallie said. 

“That’s Muyanya?” Pumbaa questioned idiotically. 

“Of course, you idiot!” Timon blurted out. 

“SHH!” Tyana said. “She’ll hear us!”

“All right. Do you all know what to do?” Mallie said. 

“Of course!” Timon said.

“Okay. Let’s do it!”

The quartet sneaked into the tall grass. The grass rustled. Muyanya heard it and turned around to see nothing. She began to get scared. Then all of a sudden from behind, Tyana and Timon jumped on Muyanya and covered her mouth up with their paws to keep her from screaming. Muyanya began panicking and trying to get away from her old friends, but Timon and Tyana held her back. She managed to get one of her paws off the ground and pushed Timon and Tyana’s paws covering her mouth off. 

“Mom, Dad, Giani, Oronco! Help me!” Muyanya shouted, but Timon and Tyana covered her mouth up and pulled her away. 

Somehow, Giani was able to hear Muyanya’s cries for help and ran to find her. She saw Timon and Tyana pulling Muyanya and ran to help her but was stopped by several lionesses and knocked out cold. Oronco saw Muyanya being pulled away by Tyana and Timon and ran to get Miaki and Monisa. 

Tyana and Timon pulled Muyanya into a clearing in the tall grass where no one else was around. Muyanya was still screaming muffled, but Mallie and Pumbaa came out of the grass to calm her down. Tyana and Timon let go of her, and Muyanya became pretty angry. 

“Who are you?!” Muyanya shouted. 

“Muyanya, calm down! It’s okay! We’re your friends!” Pumbaa said. 

“I don’t know any of you!”

“Don’t you remember us? I’m Mallie. This here is Timon, Pumbaa, and Tyana,” Mallie said slowly. 

“No. All that I know is that I saw you three try to call my name and get me to come to you!”

“Do you remember your father, King Tiaki, your mother, Queen Ngwazi, and your sister, Lady Nyana?”

“Not really. I’m Muyanya, daughter of Miaki and Monisa and heiress to the throne of the Masai Mara Pride.”

“I see that she has lived up to her new parents’ names,” Timon whispered to Pumbaa.

“SHH!” Mallie said, and Timon got quiet. “We’re gonna take you back to your real father and your grandparents.”

“No! My home is here with the king and queen of the Masai Mara,” Muyanya shouted. 

“No, we’re taking ya back to your father, Tiaki,” Tyana said as she began walking in a different direction, and Mallie, Timon, Pumbaa, and Muyanya followed her. 

A little bit later, Tyana was leading the way towards an area of short grass where Tiaki and the rest of the lions and hyenas were. Mallie, Timon, Pumbaa, and Muyanya followed her to this grassy place. 

“Oh, Muyanya, you are gonna be so happy to see your father and grandparents,” Tyana said. “They have waited so long to see you.”

“I don’t know if that’s the case,” Pumbaa said. 

“It will be,” Mallie said. 

Tiaki saw Tyana, Mallie, Timon, Pumbaa, and Muyanya come into view. He was excited to see Muyanya once again, as were Kovu, Kiara, and Yukina. Tyana walked up to him. 

“Here is your father, Tiaki,” Tyana said to Muyanya. 

“Muyanya,” Tiaki said excitedly, but Muyanya swiped him in the face with her paw. “Muyanya, what gives?!”

“I am not your daughter whoever you are!” Muyanya shouted. “I am the daughter of Miaki and Monisa.”

“Muyanya, don’t you remember us? We’re your family!” Kiara said. 

“Please, Muyanya, try to remember,” Kovu said. 

However, Muyanya saw her grandparents, Kovu and Kiara, as strangers and swiped both of them in their faces with her paw. The lions and hyenas gasped at what they saw. 

“I don’t think she remembers us,” Yukina said. 

“She’s changed because of those Masai Mara lions,” Basi said.

“My parents will come for me and take me back!” Muyanya yelled. 

“Muyanya, those two lions, Miaki and Monisa, are not your real parents. You are the daughter of Tiaki and Ngwazi, and you have a sister, Nyana. You are the heiress and future queen to the Pride Lands, and you had always dreamed of being the queen of the Pride Lands. However, your mother and sister were both killed in the wildebeest stampede,” Mallie said. “We all thought you were dead because your father couldn’t find you.”

“My memory is still a little faulty, but I think I remember seeing my mother and sister falling into the stampede from a tree. The tree branch broke, and I fell in and was struck with amnesia. Miaki and Monisa took me in and made me their heiress to their pride’s throne. I called them “Mom” and “Dad” from there.”

“Well, you’re alive now, and we want you to stay with us because we love you,” Tiaki said. 

“If you loved me, Daddy, you would’ve spent more time with Nyana and me instead of only caring about ruling your kingdom in the Pride Lands!”

“Muyanya...”

“Don’t try to convince me to come home with you because the Masai Mara is my home, and I’m gonna stay here!”

Muyanya ran off crying because she thought her father, Tiaki, only cared about himself and his kingdom in the Pride Lands. Tiaki just let her go and walked away to a place to rest for the night. 

Meanwhile, at the Masai Mara Pride’s den, Oronco was talking with Miaki and Monisa about Muyanya’s kidnapping. Miaki and Monisa were shocked at what their servant was telling them. 

“I saw a hyena and a meerkat pulling Muyanya away when she started screaming for Giani and me to help her,” Oronco said. 

“Why didn’t you do anything?” Miaki asked. 

“Several lionesses knocked Giani out cold. I knew they would do the same to me if I tried to help Muyanya.” 

“What can we do now?” Monisa asked. 

“We’ll get Muyanya back somehow, and we won’t do it without a fight!” Miaki shouted. 

“I hope so. She is our life and our hope.”

Miaki and Monisa wondered how they were going to get their adopted daughter, Muyanya, back. It would be hard and dangerous. 

Chapter 18: Love is Strong and Never Dies

The next afternoon, Muyanya lied sideways in the tall grass. The whiteness of her fur glittered in the warm late afternoon sunshine. She let out a big sigh and wondered what was going to happen to her when the time came she would have to make a difficult decision about which pride to live with. In the bushes, Tiaki watched her. Mallie came up beside him to see what was up.

“Hey, Tiaki,” Mallie said. 

“Hi, Mallie,” Tiaki responded. 

“What’s up?” 

“I’m just wondering about Muyanya. She seems so lost without anyone to help her.”

“Maybe I should talk to her.”

“That would be good.”

Mallie walked over to the place where Muyanya was lying down. Muyanya looked up, saw him, and was a little startled. The reason why was that she had not seen him for so long. 

“Mallie, you scared me!” Muyanya said getting up. 

“Sorry, I didn’t mean to do that,” Mallie said. 

“It’s okay.”

“What do you want?”

“I just want to talk to you.”

“About what?”

“I want to talk to you about when you were still a little cub living in the Pride Lands. Do you remember your youth?”

“Yeah, I do.”

“What do you remember?”

“I remember playing with young Yukina and Zuni one time when we first met them. I also remember pouncing on you during one hunting lesson telling you that you would never be as a good hunter as me.”

“I remember that pretty well.”

“Where’s Zuni? I’d like to go see him.”

“I’d hate to tell you this, but Zuni died a long time ago.”

“What happened to him?”

“He was brutally killed by 3 hyenas named Bulina, Jadi, and Cyane, but they were all executed for the crime they committed.”

“How did his sister, Yukina, take it?” 

“She took her brother’s death pretty hard.”

“What about her parents?”

“Basi and Tyana both took it pretty hard as well, but they went on with their lives.”

“Uh, Mallie, I don’t know how to say this, but I’ve loved you since we were cubs.”

“Really?” 

“Okay, okay! Break it up!” Timon said butting in on their conversation with Pumbaa behind him. 

“Muyanya, did you say that you loved Mallie since you both were cubs?” Pumbaa asked. 

“Yeah, I did. What’s wrong with that?” Muyanya asked. 

“What’s wrong with it? The reason that there is something wrong with it is that you are our best friend since Simba died, Muyanya. Remember our motto, Hakuna Matata?” Timon said. 

“Yeah, but that was a long time ago. I was just a cub at that time. I’m an adult now. It’s an old motto for me.”

“It isn’t old!”

“Could you two excuse us for a few minutes?” Mallie asked Timon and Pumbaa. 

“Hey, if he has something to say, he can say it in front of us. Right, Muyanya?”

“Hmm. Maybe you two better go,” Muyanya said. 

“It starts. You think you know a girl!”

Timon walked away with Pumbaa right behind him. Pumbaa sighed with despair as he and Timon vanished into some tall grass. Muyanya just smiled as those two walked away.

“Timon and Pumbaa, ya learn to love ‘em,” Muyanya said, but Mallie stepped away from her with a sad face. She walked up to his side concerned. “What, Mallie? What is it?”

“It’s like you came back from the dead before our eyes. You don’t know how much your life means to everyone, but what it means to me,” Mallie said. 

“Hey, it’s okay.”

“I’ve missed you, Muyanya.”

“I’ve missed you too.”

Mallie and Muyanya nuzzled each other with love, and they purred lightly while doing so. In the tall grass, Timon and Pumbaa were watching the two lions. Timon was disgusted at what he was seeing.

“I’m telling you, Pumbaa, this stinks!” Timon said. 

“Oh, sorry,” Pumbaa said. 

“Not you! Them! Him and her alone.”

“What’s wrong with that?”

TIMON





PUMBAA

I can see what’s happening



What?!

And they don’t have a clue!



Who?!

They’ll fall in love and here’s the bottom line

Our trio’s down to two



Oh...

TIMON

The sweet caress of twilight

There’s magic everywhere

And with all this romantic atmosphere 

Disaster’s in the air

CHORUS

Can you feel the love tonight?

The peace the evening brings

The world for once in perfect harmony

With all its living things

MUYANYA

So many things to tell him

But how to make him see

The truth about my past? Impossible!

He’d turn away from me

MALLIE

She’s holding back, she’s hiding

But what I can’t decide

Why won’t she be the queen I know she is

The queen I see inside?

MALLIE/MUYANYA

Can you feel the love tonight?

The peace the evening brings

The world for once in perfect harmony

With all its living things

MALLIE/MUYANYA/CHORUS

Can you feel the love tonight?

You needn’t look too far

Stealing through the night’s uncertainties

Love is where they are

MALLIE

And if she feels the love tonight

In the way I do

MUYANYA

It’s enough for the restless wanderer

MALLIE/MUYANYA

Just to be with you

TIMON

And if she falls in love tonight

It can be assumed

PUMBAA

Her carefree days with us are forever history

TIMON/PUMBAA

In short, our friend is doomed

WWWWHHHHAAAAHHHH!!

Chapter 19: The Voice of Wisdom

A little bit later, Mallie and Muyanya were walking through the eastern parts of the Masai Mara. The sun was setting in front of them in the west and made the sky a beautiful red-orange. 

“Isn’t this a great part of the Serengeti Plain?” Muyanya asked Mallie.

“It is very beautiful, but I don’t understand something. If you’ve been alive all this time and remembered your memories, why didn’t you come back to Pride Rock?” Mallie said. 

“Well, I didn’t want my adoptive parents to know that I was the future queen of the Pride Lands because they made me their heiress to their pride’s throne. Besides, they offered me a home and plenty of food. I accepted it, and my life’s been great!”

“But we’ve really needed you back in the Pride Lands.”

“No one needs me in the Pride Lands.”

“Yes, we do! You have to accept that you are queen of the Pride Lands! Your mother, Ngwazi, is in your blood as she will always be! Besides, disaster has struck our home.”

“What?!”

“Everything has been destroyed and dried up! There’s no food or water. 20 hyenas from Albi’s clan died of starvation and dehydration. Those hyenas included her son, Frunina!”

“I could never go back.”

“Why?”

“You would never understand.”

“What wouldn’t I understand?!”

“My mother’s death was my fault. If Nyana, Yukina, Zuni, and I hadn’t been playing in that gorge, she wouldn’t be dead!”

“Muyanya, Ngwazi gave her life up to save yours. She loved you that much.”

“What about Daddy? All he cared about was ruling his kingdom.”

“No, he didn’t. Tiaki cared about you a lot, and he loved you, your mother, and your sister very much. He didn’t always know how to show it.”

“Then why did he come all this way to get me back and take me back home?”

“Because he loves you.”

“Look, I am not gonna leave the Masai Mara to join my father and grandparents on the journey back to the Pride Lands! My home is here, and I’m not gonna leave my adoptive parents!”

“But, Muyanya...”

“And that’s final!”

“Fine!”

Muyanya walked away from Mallie angrily and disappeared into some undergrowth. Mallie walked away as well and disappeared into the tall grass. Muyanya went out into a field and began pacing back and forth to get the anger out of her mind.

“Oh, he’s wrong. I could never go back to the Pride Lands. What would it do, anyway? It won’t change anything. You could never change the past. You said you would always be there for me! But you’re not. It’s because of me. It’s my fault. It’s my fault!” Muyanya said crying and sat down. 

Up in the tree, there was soft screeching coming from it. Then it got louder and louder. Muyanya perked up her ears and became annoyed by the sounds. She walked away from them. Rafiki then jumped down on one of the tree’s branches, and he began laughing and stopped when he saw Muyanya walk away. Rafiki had learned that Muyanya was still alive when he saw the lions and hyenas journey off towards the Masai Mara and went with them. 

Muyanya came to a log and lied down on it. She looked at her reflection in the water and sighed. Rafiki threw a rock into the water and splashed her in the face. He began doing some kind of chant and annoyed Muyanya. 

“Oh, come on! Will ya cut it out?” Muyanya said walking away. 

“Can’t cut it out! It’ll grow right back! Ha, ha, ha!” Rafiki said and began following Muyanya. 

“Creepy little mandrill. Will ya stop following me? Who are you?”

“The question is...who are you?”

“I thought I knew, but now, I’m not so sure.”

“Wait. I know who you are. It’s a secret.”

Rafiki began doing the weird chant again in which it annoyed Muyanya a lot. Muyanya finally spoke up and wanted it to stop. 

“Enough, you monkey! What does that mean, anyway?” Muyanya said. 

“It means you’re a baboon, and I’m not. Hee, hee, hee! Rafiki said laughing. 

“I think you’re a little confused.”

“Wrong! I’m not the one who’s confused. You don’t even know who you are!”

“Oh, and I suppose you know?”

“Sure do! You’re Ngwazi’s little girl! Bye!”

“Hey, wait!”

Rafiki ran off as Muyanya ran after him. She caught up to him and found him meditating quietly. She was a bit out of breath and wanted to know if Rafiki knew her mother, Ngwazi. 

“You knew my mother?” Muyanya asked.

“Correction. I know your mother,” Rafiki said. 

“I’d hate to tell you this, but she and my sister died long ago.”

“Nope! Wrong again! Ha, ha, ha! She’s alive, and I’ll show her to you. Follow old Rafiki. He knows the way. Come on!”

Rafiki ran off into some undergrowth that looked like a jungle. Muyanya decided to follow him. She tried keeping up, but it was hard. Rafiki was fast and wouldn’t slow down. He looked at Muyanya and called for her to hurry up. 

“Don’t dawdle! Hurry up!” Rafiki said and took off. 

“Oh, wait! Wait!” Muyanya said trying to keep up. 

“Come on! Come on!”

“Huh? Would you slow down?!”

Rafiki flew through the trees and branches. Muyanya ran after him and got hit by vines along the way. Then Rafiki came to a stop near tall grass and put up his hand to signal Muyanya to stop. 

“Stop!” Rafiki said as Muyanya slid to a halt. “SHH! Look down there.”

Rafiki pushed some grass away to reveal a pond. Muyanya stepped forward and walked down to the pond. She looked into it to see if she could see her mother, Ngwazi. She only saw her reflection and sighed loudly. Rafiki appeared beside her. 

“That’s not my mother. It’s just my reflection,” Muyanya said. 

“No! Look harder,” Rafiki said as Muyanya looked harder with the water lapping over to reveal something she had forgotten so long ago, which was her mother. “You see? She lives in you.”

“Muyanya,” Ngwazi’s voice said. 

“Mother?” Muyanya said confused. 

Some clouds blocked the image of the stars and began taking shape in the form of a lioness. They continued until they formed Ngwazi’s image up in the night sky. Muyanya was shocked to see her mother after all these years. 

“Muyanya, you have forgotten me,” Ngwazi said. 

“No! How could I ever?” Muyanya said. 

“You have forgotten who you really are, and thus, you have forgotten me and the ones that love you. Look inside yourself, Muyanya. You are more than what you have become. You must take your place in the great Circle of Life as queen of the Pride Lands.”

“How can I go back? I’m not who I used to be!”

“Remember who you are. You are my daughter and the one true queen of the Pride Lands. Remember who you are. Remember, Muyanya. Remember...”

Muyanya watched Ngwazi’s image faded away from the night sky. The stars returned to their natural splendor. Muyanya was shocked at what she had seen. Rafiki came up to her side to talk to her. 

“That was a bit mysterious, wasn’t it? Seeing your mother after all these years?” Rafiki said. 

“Yeah, you’re right, Rafiki. I can see what I have to do,” Muyanya said. 

“And what that might be?”

“I have to tell my adoptive parents about my past and that I can’t be their pride’s next queen. I have to return home as well.”

“Then do it.”

“I can’t. I love them so much. They would be crushed if I told them.”

“Listen, I know it’s hard now, but your mother and sister will always live in you.”

“Do they really live in me?”

“Yes, Muyanya, they do live in you,” Tyana said walking out of the tall grass with Yukina behind her. 

“Tyana! Yukina!”

“Your mother and sister live in you, Muyanya, as they do in me and everything else,” Yukina said. 

CHORUS

Ingonyama nengw’ enamabala 

Ingonyama nengw’ enamabala

RAFIKI

Night

And the spirit of life calling

Mamela

And a voice

With the fear of a child asking

Oh, mamela

TYANA

Wait

There’s no mountain too great

Hear these words and have faith

Oh, have faith

They live in you

They live in me

They’re watching over

Everything we see

In every creature

In every star

In your reflection

They live in you

YUKINA/CHORUS

They live in you

They live in me

They’re watching over

Everything we see

In every creature

In every star

In your reflection

They live in you

CHORUS

They live in you

They live in you

They live in you

They live in you

RAFIKI

They live in you

MUYANYA

They live in me

RAFIKI/TYANA/YUKINA/CHORUS

They’re watching over

Everything we see

In every creature

In every star

In your reflection

They live in you

MUYANYA/RAFIKI/TYANA/

YUKINA/CHORUS

They live in you

They live in you

They’re watching over

Everything we see

In every creature

In every star

In your reflection

They live in you!

“Wow! That’s incredible!” Muyanya shouted. 

“You see? Your mother and sister will always live in your heart,” Rafiki said, but Muyanya had a look of concern on her face. 

“Muyanya, what’s wrong?” Tyana asked.

“Something in my heart tells me that the Masai Mara lions and Pride Land lions are going to battle to see who will take me back to their side and family,” Muyanya said. 

“Do you know what you must do?”

“Yes, it’s my duty to bring peace between my families!”

“Go do it, Muyanya!” Yukina said. 

“I will!”

“Good luck!” Rafiki shouted. 

Muyanya took off towards the west to the central part of the Masai Mara. At that place, the Masai Mara lions and Pride Land lions were going to fight to see who would take Muyanya back. However, it would be Muyanya’s decision of which one she wanted to live with. 

Chapter 20: The Strength of a Lion’s Heart

At that point, Miaki was looking up at the sky at the stars. He wondered if Muyanya was okay. His thoughts were also in and out about his father, the great Huyana. However, they were interrupted when Ika and his wife, Avina, dropped out of the sky like bombs. Miaki was startled by their appearances and wondered what was up. 

“Sire!” Avina and Ika shouted. 

“Ika, Avina, what’s wrong?” Miaki asked. 

“Sire, it’s those lions that kidnapped Muyanya! They are heading this way!” Ika shouted. 

“This is war!” Avina yelled. 

“Ika, get the scope on their numbers! Avina, assemble the lionesses now!” Miaki shouted and ran off. 

Ika flew off to get the scope on the numbers of the Pride Land lions. Avina went to go get the rest of the Masai Mara Pride assembled for the battle. The Masai Mara lions knew that this would be a fight to the finish to see which pride would take Muyanya back. 

In a grassy field, Tiaki had his group of lions assembled for the battle. The hyenas were right behind the lions, and they were ready to fight as well. Miaki came up to Tiaki with his pride behind him. There were about 27 lions in the Masai Mara Pride, but there were 28 lions in Tiaki’s pride and 15 hyenas in the clan. The Pride Landers pretty much outnumbered the Masai Mara Pride. 

“This is your last chance, you intruders. Go back to the lands where you came from!” Miaki shouted. 

“Not until we get what we came for!” Tiaki said. 

“You will never have my daughter, Muyanya!”

“She’s not your daughter, Miaki! She’s my daughter! She will leave with my family and me!”

“If you, your pride, and your hyenas won’t leave in peace, then so be it!”

“Good.”

Miaki and his pride moved in to fight. Tiaki let out a loud roar and began moving in with his pride and the hyenas behind him. The Masai Mara lions and Pride Land lions and hyenas moved in and began biting, slashing, and clawing one another. This was to be an ugly fight to the finish to see who would get and reclaim Muyanya. 

Meanwhile, Muyanya was running towards the central Masai Mara with Tyana and Yukina running right behind her. She stopped when she was close to the site where both pride of lions and the hyena clan were fighting. Muyanya saw them fighting and ran towards the battlefield. 

Right now, Kiara was fighting with Desi and Sarabi (II). Desi and Sarabi growled at her. Kiara snarled and ran at both lionesses. She jumped on Desi’s back and bit her in the spinal column. Desi screamed in pain as she felt Kiara’s teeth enter her back. Kiara hung on tightly, but Sarabi jumped at her and pinned her to the ground. Kiara tried pushing herself out from under Sarabi, but she couldn’t budge. Sarabi opened her jaws and was about to kill her when Kovu jumped at the young lioness and forced her away from Kiara. Kiara was able to get up, but she was injured.

Sarabi landed on her feet in a flash. She growled at Kovu and ran at him, but Kovu got the upper hand because of his size and struck Sarabi with a blow to the head from his paw. Sarabi was knocked out. Kovu went over to Kiara to see if she was all right. 

“Are you all right, Kiara?” Kovu asked. 

“I’m fine, Kovu. I just sprained my ankle,” Kiara said limping a little bit. 

“Come on. Let’s get out of here.”

Kovu led Kiara away from the battle and got her to a place where she could rest her injured ankle. Kiara was okay, but she wasn’t going to be able to fight for a while. 

Back in the battle, Mallie was facing 8 lionesses at the same time. The eight lionesses all surrounded him. Mallie snarled and ran at the lionesses. 3 lionesses charged at the male lion, but Mallie knocked them out with his paws really hard. Then 9 lionesses jumped on him and pinned him to the ground. They were about to rip his throat out when there was a loud howl in the air. The lionesses looked up and saw Albi and her clan of hyenas. They became frightened. 

“Charge!” Albi shouted and led the charge toward the lionesses. 

The hyenas ran at the lionesses with speeds up to 35 miles per hour. The lionesses all scattered in fear of the hyenas. The hyenas stopped running and helped Mallie up. Albi watched the lionesses run away in fear. 

“It’s over,” Albi said. 

However, Syana ran in and swiped Albi with her paw with her claws extended. She gave the clan leader 4 fatal slash marks across her neck. Albi fell to the ground and was gasping for air after being delivered a fatal neck wound. Syana laughed at what she did, but the hyenas jumped at her and ripped her apart in a matter of seconds. They went back to their leader and began crying. 

Timon and Pumbaa found themselves surrounded by 10 lionesses. They both took off running with the lionesses on their tail. Timon and Pumbaa were trapped when they ran into a rock. The lionesses chuckled at their quarry. Timon and Pumbaa whimpered in fear. 

“I can’t watch!” Pumbaa said whimpering. 

“Stop being a baby!” Timon said and saw Pumbaa’s tail waving back and forth. He grabbed it and pointed it at the lionesses like a gun. “Don’t move a muscle! This thing is loaded!”

The lionesses screamed and ran off in fear of being shot at. Timon chuckled and let go of Pumbaa’s tail. Pumbaa began laughing as well because he knew that Timon’s plan had worked. 

Miaki and Tiaki came face to face with each other. They looked at one another with anger and frustration in their eyes. Tiaki was the angrier one of the two because he knew that Miaki took Muyanya away from him when she was a little cub and never got to see her grow up. 

“You took my daughter from me!” Tiaki said growling at Miaki. 

“I did not take your daughter from you. She had amnesia when she came to Monisa and me and didn’t remember who she really was! She grew up in our care and home!” Miaki shouted. 

“True, but that didn’t give you the right to make her the heiress to your pride’s throne! She is destined to be queen of the Pride Lands!”

“Tiaki, you can either end this fight and leave Muyanya in peace or die trying to get your daughter back!”

“Never!”

“Then so be it!”

Miaki and Tiaki ran at each other at full speeds. The Masai Mara lions and Pride Land lions saw their pride leaders running at one another and became scared. Miaki and Tiaki were about to give each other a devastating blow to each other with their paws when there was a loud shout in the air. 

“NO! STOP!!” Muyanya shouted while standing from a hill. 

“Muyanya?” Tiaki said puzzled. 

Muyanya ran down towards Miaki and Tiaki and stood right in front of them. She wouldn’t let them hurt each other like this and wanted the fight to end now. The lions and hyenas were all shocked at what she was doing. 

“Muyanya, what are you doing here?” Miaki asked.

“Daddy, Miaki, this has to stop,” Muyanya said. 

“What do you mean? Your birth father and his family kidnapped you!”

“They did, but I learned who I really was. I’m the daughter of King Tiaki and Queen Ngwazi of the Pride Lands.”

“But you’re my daughter!”

“I’m your adopted daughter. You took me in because you cared so much to keep me from dying. If it weren’t for you and my adoptive mother, Monisa, I would be dead now. I want there to be peace between our families.”

“Why?”

“Because I love you. All of you. Let this pain end now.”

Miaki and Tiaki looked at Muyanya with hesitation in their eyes. They knew that Muyanya was right. The pain had to end now. The sun began looming over the horizon as Miaki and Tiaki smiled at Muyanya and nuzzled her. Tyana and Yukina appeared over the hill and smiled too. Then Tyana spotted the lions and hyenas going towards Albi who was slipping away. She ran down towards her mother. Albi looked at her only daughter weakly. 

“Mom,” Tyana said crying. 

“Tyana, my time has come now,” Albi said weakly. 

“Mom, don’t leave me.”

“Our clan will look to you now.”

“No, Mom.”

“Take care of them, Tyana. Take care of them.”

With that, Albi died in front of everyone’s eyes. Her eyes closed for one last time and would never open again. Tyana cried softly, but she knew what she had to do. She stood up tall and strong in the morning sunrise and howled to the sky to announce her leadership of the hyena clan. The hyenas cheered for her. Miaki and Tiaki watched nearby. 

“Tiaki, your daughter displays true courage and honor,” Miaki said. “You and your family can stay in the Masai Mara as long as you all want.”

“Thank you, King Miaki,” Tiaki said bowing and walked off to join the rest of the lions and hyenas. 

Miaki smiled as Tiaki walked off to join everybody else. His wife, Monisa, came up beside him and nuzzled him. They were happy that the conflict concerning Muyanya had been settled. 

Chapter 21: Muyanya’s Decision

About a year after Tiaki and his family journeyed to the Masai Mara to get Muyanya back and made a home there for a while, the Pride Lands had recovered greatly. The trees were all alive and teaming with life again. Grass had grown tall and green once more, and the animals had all returned to their home. 

Eli flew over the Pride Lands gracefully and beautifully. He saw that the great lands had recovered finally after 4 long years of drought and suffering. Eli knew that Tiaki, his pride, and the hyenas could come back home since the Pride Lands had recovered. He flew back to the Masai Mara. 

3 days later, Eli arrived in the Masai Mara and landed in front of Tiaki. The Masai Mara lions, Pride Land lions, and hyenas stood beside Tiaki and waited for the good news of Eli’s trip. 

“Eli, what do you have to report?” Tiaki asked. 

“The Pride Lands have fully recovered, Sire! It seems that you can now go home in a matter of days,” Eli said. 

“Great! Listen up, everyone! My pride, the hyenas, and I will be going home in a couple of days. Our home has fully recovered.”

“All right!” Timon shouted. 

“Hey, what about Muyanya? Shouldn’t she come with us?” Pumbaa asked. 

“I’m afraid that this isn’t our decision anymore. Muyanya has the right to make the decision of which pride she wants to live with now,” Tiaki said. 

“Really, Daddy?” Muyanya said. 

“Yes, darling.”

“Thank you!”

However, Monisa walked away sadly from the group. Muyanya saw her do this and went after her. Monisa sat down sadly on a rock and began crying a little bit. Muyanya walked up to her and wondered what was wrong.

“What’s wrong, Mom?” Muyanya asked. 

“It’s gonna be over between us, will it?” Monisa asked. 

“I have the decision to choose which pride I will live with. I’ll give you my decision later.”

“Okay.”

“You okay?”

“I just want you to be happy, Muyanya, whatever you decide.”

Muyanya smiled and walked away from Monisa. Monisa looked up at the sky and wondered about the future. 

Sometime later, Monisa was lying down in a patch of grass asleep. Muyanya came up to her and woke her up. Monisa was ready to hear Muyanya’s decision about which pride she was going to live with. 

“Are you gonna give me your decision?” Monisa asked. 

“Yes, I’ve decided to go back to the Pride Lands with my birth father and grandparents,” Muyanya said. 

Monisa had tears welling up in her eyes and turned away from Muyanya. She began crying because she knew that Muyanya wasn’t going to be in her life anymore. However, Muyanya wouldn’t let her adoptive mother not realize that she would be in her heart forever. 

“But no matter where I go, you will always be my mother,” Muyanya said nuzzling Monisa. 

“And you’ll be in my heart, Muyanya, always and forever. No matter where you go, we will always be one,” Monisa said. 

Muyanya continued nuzzling Monisa with love in her heart. Then she walked away from her. Monisa realized that Muyanya would always be in her heart, no matter where she was.  

Chapter 22: A Sad But Joyful Goodbye

3 days later, Tiaki, his pride, and the hyenas were preparing to go back to the Pride Lands after staying in the Masai Mara for a year. The lions and hyenas were happy that they were going back home to live for the rest of their lives. However, it was Tiaki who was the happiest one of them all. The reason why was that Muyanya was coming with them to take her place as the Pride Lands’ new queen. 

Tiaki was gathering his pride and the hyenas for the trip home. The Masai Mara Pride watched him gathering his family members from a nearby hill. These lions hoped that the Pride Landers would be okay. 

“Listen up, everybody! We’ll be leaving in just a few moments!” Tiaki shouted. 

All of the lions and hyenas were ready to leave except for Muyanya. Muyanya ran up to Miaki and Monisa where they were sitting on the hillside with the rest of the Masai Mara Pride. She wanted to say her final good-byes to her adoptive parents. 

“Miaki, Monisa, I guess this is goodbye,” Muyanya said. 

“Muyanya, we are sure gonna miss you,” Miaki said. 

“I know. I’ll miss you both.”

“Things are never gonna be the same without you,” Monisa said. 

“I know that, but I can’t stay here. I have a kingdom in the Pride Lands to claim and rule with my future husband and mate, Mallie.”

“I wish you could stay a little longer, Muyanya,” Giani said running up to Muyanya. 

“I wish I could too, but my home is in the Pride Lands, and I miss it a lot. I also miss my real father and my grandparents a lot too. They never got to see me grow up and wanted me to come back with them so that I could live the rest of my life with them.”

“Just remember, Muyanya, that you can always come back and visit us here in the Masai Mara.”

“Thank you, Giani. I’ll try to come visit you all.”

“Muyanya, it’s time to go!” Kovu called out to Muyanya. 

“I know, Grandpa. I’m coming!”

“Well, Muyanya, goodbye,” Monisa said. 

“Goodbye to you too, Monisa. I mean, Mother.”

“Goodbye, Muyanya,” Miaki said. 

“Same to you too. Remember that no matter where I go, you both will always be my parents.”

“And you’ll always be in our hearts, Muyanya,” Monisa said. 

“We will always be one. Now and forever,” Miaki said. 

Muyanya nuzzled Miaki and Monisa one last time. Kovu came up to her and waited for her. Muyanya stopped nuzzling her adoptive parents and walked away with her grandfather. She and Kovu walked towards Tiaki who was waiting for them both. Tiaki then began leading the way towards the Pride Lands with the other lions and hyenas walking behind him. 

Miaki and Monisa watched the Pride Landers walk away towards the northern border of their home. Monisa began crying a little bit, but Muyanya looked up at her from a short distance away and blinked at her. This made Monisa smile because she knew that Muyanya would always remember her even though she was gone from her home in the Masai Mara. 

Chapter 23: Conclusion: The Pride Lands’ New Hope

The Pride Land lions and hyenas arrived in the Pride Lands 2 days later during a small thunderstorm. The life-giving rains poured onto the Pride Lands and their inhabitants. The animals saw Tiaki leading everyone toward Pride Rock with Muyanya at his side and began following him. They knew it was time for Muyanya to take her place as the new queen of their homeland. 

Tiaki, Muyanya, the pride, and the hyenas approached Pride Rock with honor and pride. Muyanya realized that it was time for her to take her place in the great Circle of Life and pick up where her mother, Ngwazi, left off. Only with her being queen would the Pride Lands be able to rejoice and thrive once again. 

Muyanya exhaled deeply as she approached Timon, Pumbaa, and Eli. Timon, Pumbaa, and Eli all bowed to her. The lionesses and hyenas, which were lined up on 2 sides, bowed to her as well as she approached Kovu, Kiara, Tiaki, and Mallie. Muyanya nuzzled her father and grandparents happily and with tears welling up in her eyes. Then she approached Mallie who was smiling at her and nuzzled him with happiness and love in her heart. 

The rattling of Rafiki’s staff caused Muyanya to look up towards Pride Rock. Muyanya made her way up to Rafiki who was standing at the base of the rock formation. Rafiki gave a small bow to her. Muyanya pulled him close to her and gave him a big hug. Rafiki hugged her as well. 

“It is time, Muyanya,” Rafiki said. 

Muyanya smiled and began making her way up Pride Rock. Kovu, Kiara, Tiaki, and Mallie watched with happiness as she ascended up the rock. Timon, Pumbaa, and Eli were shocked as well. Each passing step seemed like an eternity for Muyanya since she never got a chance to grow up with her family and friends in the Pride Lands let alone that she lost her sister and mother in a terrible tragedy long ago. Muyanya reached Pride Rock’s peak and looked up at the sky. The clouds broke up a little bit, and Ngwazi’s voice could be heard. 

“Remember,” Ngwazi’s voice said to Muyanya.

Muyanya took a deep breath, and she let out a loud roar to claim her kingdom. Kovu answered her first with a loud roar. Then Kiara, Tiaki, Mallie, and the rest of the pride answered with loud roars. Muyanya let out another roar as the hyenas howled and the animals below cheered. She was now officially queen of the Pride Lands. 

Several months later, the Pride Lands had fully rejoiced. The sun came up as the animals made their way towards Pride Rock for another presentation. Every single creature from all over the Pride Lands was coming. Elephants, leopards, cheetahs, hyenas, impala, and many others were making their way towards Pride Rock. 

On Pride Rock’s peak, Mallie and Muyanya happily stood over the entire kingdom. The animals began arriving by the hundreds, and after arriving, they all honorably bowed to their new rulers. Mallie and Muyanya smiled happily down at all the creatures. They looked up to the sky and saw Simba, Nala, Vitani, and Ngwazi looking happily down at them both. Muyanya smiled at Ngwazi, and Ngwazi smiled back at her daughter. Vitani gave a beautiful smile to her son, Mallie. Mallie returned it with a smile of his own. 

Rafiki then came up to Mallie and Muyanya with a little cub in his arms. This little lion cub was a male and was as white as his mother, Muyanya. Mallie and Muyanya smiled at their new son. Eli flew up to Pride Rock’s peak, landed, and bowed to Mallie and Muyanya. Rafiki then shoved the little male cub to the heavens to show all of the animals their new prince. 

The animals saw the little cub and began calling out and cheering. Elephants trumpeted as the zebras brayed and the impalas bleated. Simba, Nala, Ngwazi, and Vitani shined their spirits down on the male cub as one big beam of light. The creatures, one by one, bowed down to honor their new heir to the Pride Lands’ throne. Just as this was happening, Ngwazi spoke. 

“Well done, Muyanya,” Ngwazi said as Muyanya felt the wind blow through her face. “We are one.”

As time would come to pass, Ngwazi’s legacy would be forever known in the Pride Lands by everybody of which included the hyenas. Her wisdom would forever live in all of the creatures of the Pride Lands. 

CHORUS

From the day we arrive on this planet

And blinking step into the sun

There’s more to see than can ever be seen

More to do than can ever be done

Some say eat or be eaten

Some say live and let live

But all are agreed as they join the stampede

You should never take more than you give

In the circle of life

And it moves us all

Through despair and hope

Through faith and love

Till we find our place

On a path unwinding

In the circle, the circle of life

Some of us fall by the wayside

And some of us soar to the stars

And some of us sail through our troubles

And some have to live with the scars

There’s far too much to take in here

More to find than can ever be found

But the sun rolling through the sapphire sky

Keeps great and small on the endless round

In the circle of life

It’s the wheel of fortune

It’s the leap of faith

It’s the band of hope

Till we found our place

On a path unwinding

In the circle, the circle of life

In the circle of life

And it moves us all

Through despair and hope

Through faith and love

Till we find our place

On a path unwinding

In the circle, the circle of life

RAFIKI/MALLIE/MUYANYA/TIAKI/KOVU/

KIARA/TIMON/PUMBAA/ELI/CHORUS

Till we find our place

On a path unwinding

In the circle, the circle of life

The circle of life!

THE END: THE LION KING 4: MUYANYA’S TIMELESS TALE

Author’s note: Coming soon are 3 companion stories for The Lion King Trilogy called KIARA’S JOURNEY OF FAITH, A VOICE OF HOPE CALLING, and THE MASAI MARA PRIDE: THE STORY OF MIAKI AND MONISA. These three stories will give background information and insight to some of my characters’ histories. 

